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Ve Av laid to the Root of the corrupt Tree: 
OR, AN 
ON THE 
HARD CASE 
OF THE 


RerTair-Trapeks, Cir IZENS; SHOPs 
KEEPERS, &c. of the City of London. 


1 In regard to their Tu A DE, as at preſent ivaded by 
HAWK ERS and PE DL ARS. 
? | Hunibly addreſſed i 
Tothe GENTIEM EN that may either be, nominated, 
or offer themſelves for Candidates aglinſt the next 
General Election for Repreſentatives in Parliament. 


* 
Advice to the ELEH GTO RS, and rechmmended to all 
others whom it may concern, | 


SHEWING | 


That the principal Cauſe of the Decreaſe of the legal Trade of 
this City is more owing to our owe- Faults therein, as Citizens, or 
to our imprudent Choice of ſome. of our Governors, than to the 


Government. 
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TO.THE 


A GREAT Part of this Eſſay was wrate a Year and 
J a half ago; but, as the Times were diſturbed, I 
judged the then Publiſhing it might be conſtrued a 
Party Deſign ; and, becauſe the principal Perſon againſt 
whom it is chiefly levelled, as reported, had reſolved not 
to ſtand a Candidate at the next Election, I forbore to 
finiſh it: But now, being creditably informed, he is de- 
termined to ſtand; and alſo, as he ſeems to have taken 
a ſubtile and unuſual Method to be courted to it, I 


thought it might not be improper to finiſh and publiſh it. 


Therefore, I offer it for Conſideration, not only to the 


Gentlemen to whom it is addreſſed, but to my Brother- 


Citizens, and to the Publick in general. I confeſs, I 
am but very little read in Law, and therefore build my 
Arguments chiefly upon the natural Compacts and Co- 
behims in the Nature of Things, and the Tendencies - 
thereof, according to my own Fudgment. If there be 
any Points of Law wherein I may have erred, I ſhall 
with Pleaſure ſubmit, whenever I may be ſo happy as to 
be informed thereof. 
I intreat you will believe me in this Point, viz. that 
T have no Party Deſign ; I poſitively aver no Man e- 
ver knew of my Intentions either to write or publiſh this 
Eſſay; and that I never ſhewed the Copy to any Man 
living, ſave only to the Publiſher and Printer, in order 
to its Publication. I am the more particular in this 
Aſſertion ; for, indeed, *twas the main Reaſon of my 
concealing my Intentions, that, if another Candidate ſhould 
happen to be ſet up after w Publication, he might 42 
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be cenſured, to bave had any Hand herein, or privy, 
. . 0ͥ0Ü—ᷣ T 
A lo the Fatts alledged againſt bis late Lordſbip, I 
hold myſelf obliged to prove them to his Face, if he thinks 
fit to deny the whole or any Part thereof. I have no 
perſonal Diſlike or Pique againſt bim, J aſſure you; for, 


= 


before I found Jim inſincere, I bad a very good Opinibn 


of him But, as be haslucted ih the Affairs. ſo contraty 


to what I expected, both from his Abilities and former 
Promiſes, I thought it my Duty, as well as my Intereſt, 
4s a Citizen, thus to communicate his As therein to you 
my Fellow-Citizens ; eſpecially, conſidering your almoſt 
reneral Silence upon a Caſe of ſuch Conſequence, as this is 
the future, bi avoid entruſting ſuch Men with, extra- 
ordinary Power any longer. a e ee 


py 
. 


of to us, that we we not only check ſuch Actions for 
oY 


very creditable Report, I doubt not but to explain, if 
Need be; the, as this Eſſay is on a Caſe. fo very, noto- 
rious, in which many Hundreds of the Citizens have 
been engaged, I doubt not but that the. Perſons, againſt 


2ohom this Complaint is exhibited, will ſoon find, even in 


their own Conſciences, or among their Intimates; enough 
to. juſtify me in thus complaining, and . thereby ſave me 
nol only the Trouble, but alſo the Neceſſity of expoſing 
myſelf to the Publick, againſt my Inclination, and Fa. 
Neluctance to Popularity; for which Reaſon only 

teal my Name: Yet, if the Truth in general, br in 
particular, againſt any Perſon, ſhould be conteſted, the 
Publiſher hath, my Conſent to diſcover me whenever. he 
ig publickly required /o to do; but not alone to ſatisfy 
the Curioſity of any particular Perſon whatever. . 


I further intreat, as a ſufficient Reward for all my 


Trouble, that you will excuſe the Tautology, imnietbhodi- 
cal Stile, and Procedure therein; it being wrote'at In-. 
 tervals, under frequent Interruptions, and other Diſad- 

vaniages attending me during the whole, which, I hope; 
will attone for the ill Dein . 
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Fab. 10, 1740-1, 


As to the other _Afrtiohs, ſome of tohich 1 have from 


con- 
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HARD CASE 


RETALE TRADERS, Se. 


of the CITY of London. 


pHEREAS many of the I bole- 
i /ale Traders, Citizens of London, 
have made ſome Progreſs to form 
the Liſts of Candidates of fit and 
able Perſons, (as they think) to 
ſerve in Parliament, againſt the 
; next Election, out of which we 
the Retale Electors are tq take 
our Choice: And whereas there are ſundry neceſſary 


Qualifications to render them worthy of being put in 
Nomination, the principal of which, in regard to us, 


is, That they are of known Ability, zealous Promoters 
of Trade, and Aperters of the real Rights and Pri- 
vileges 


[ 2] 
vileges of their Fellow-Citizens: And whereas it has 
been remarked by many (if not by all) che Electors, 
that moſt, if not every Candidate, that has hereto- 
fore offered himſelf, either for Lord-Mayor, Sheriff, 
Alderman, Repreſentative in Parliament, Chamberlain, 
Common-Council-Man, or, in ſhort, for any of the 
higher Offices of Honour or Profit in this City, has, 
in the moſt preſſing Manner, (ſo far as Words could 
expreſs) aſſured the Electors, That they were known 
to be zealous, nay, ſtrenuous Aſſerters of the Riphts 
and Privileges of their Fellow-Citizens : Let us, the 
Retalers, in order to be ſecure of our Rights and 
Privileges, and that we may pitch upon Men of 
known Zeal in that Particular with which we are to 
entruſt them, examine ſtrictly, whether thoſe Perſons, 
heretofore by us choſen, have anſwered our Expecta- 
tions, eſpecially in that ſtremious Manner they ought, 
according to their ſeveral Promiles ? | 
I ſhall not pretend to exar 


xamine their Conduct as to 
all our Rights and Privileges; but content myſelf 
with one Inſtance, and leave the other to my Fellow 
Citizens, who are better acquainted with them than 
I am: Yet, I think, this one is the moſt vital of 
them all; and, unleſs we are protected in that, all 
the reſt are of little or no Value, which is this, the 
Retale Trade of the City of London. 45 
I inſiſt, if I know any thing of our Rights and 
Privileges, that the whole Retale Trae of London, 
ſo far as reſpects Wares and Merchandizes, except 
in Privileged Places, Fairs, Markets, and ſome Tri- 
fles which the Laws except, is folely veſted in 


the Freemen, who inhabit and keep Shops within the 
ſaid City, Sc. and that no Foreigner hath any Right, 


in the Manner by many now practiſed, to come with- 
in the City to ſhare the ſaid Trade with them, under 
any Pretence or Authority whatſoever. I alſo infiſt, 
that, if any Foreigners are found retaling any Wares 
and Merchandizes within the ſaid City, and are, as 
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1 
the Laws direct, taken before our City-Magiſtrates, 
"tis the Duty of the ſaid Magiſtrates, upon Proof, to 
put the Laws in Execution againſt them, to puniſh 
the Offenders to the utmoſt, and thereby protect our 
ſaid Right; eſpecially if they are ſuch ffrenuous A/- 
ſerters, as they would have us believe, by their Pub- 
lications at. the Times of their being choſen. If fo, 
it follows, that a Magiſtrate has an incumbent Duty 


on him, and if he fails of that Duty in Detriment to 


us, the Citizens, whoever he be, he is unworthy to 
be put in Nomination for a Member of Parliament 
for this City. 

Nothing is more apparent and common, than that 
we are, and have been for many. Years, greatly in- 
vaded in our ſaid Right by Thoufands of Foreigners, 
as Jews, Infidels, and Vagabonds, of mot Countries 
and Nations, coming into the City in Swarms, hawk- 
ing and ſelling almoſt every Sort of Wares and Mer- 
chandizes, to the manifeſt Detriment of us, the legal 
and truely. veſted Shop-keepers ; for the Fruth of which 
I appeal to every ſingle Inhabitant of both City and 
Suburbs: And, though this has been the unhappy 
Caſe of us Freemen, Inhabitants, and Shop- keepers of 
London, for many Years, be it known to all Men, 
that we have not borne this intolerable Burthen with- 
out great Uneaſineſs on our Parts; but have many of 
us, at many Times, within theſe 20 Years, met to- 
gether, to conſult the beſt Method we could to re- 
move this grievous Evil; and the beſt Conclufion we 
could ever come to was this, to call Conſtables, and 
cauſe them to take the Offenders before our Magi- 
ſtrates, in order to have the Laws, both of the Land 
and of the City, put in force againſt them. And 
when we have ſo done, in order for Relief from our 
Magiſtrates, in the juſt Execution of the Laws; in- 
ſtead of that, we found, that the Laws relating there- 
to had been but little (or father not at all) confidered 
by them, and they wore: fearful to act, or at leaf 
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42 
but few of them would engage in the Affair; and 
thoſe that did were intimidated by others that refu- 


ſed : So that we met with continual Diſcouragements. 
After this we met again, conſulted, and, purſuant 


to our Concluſion, petitioned the Court of Aldermen ; / 


ſetting forth in our Petition the great and manifeſt 
Damage we ſuſtained by the ſaid Hawkings, and 
prayed, that the Court would in their Names, and at 
their Expence, publiſh the Laws relating thereto. 
T his Petition was received and granted ; whereupon 
the Courc cauſed to be delivered to us 500 printed 
Sheets of the Act of Common- Council, &c. made 
in the Year 1694, to which pleaſe to refer. Theſe 
Sheets, thus received, were diſperſed around the 
City, and fixed up in publick Places and Houſes, 
ſo far as they would extend; in order that all People 
might know, that we had Laws in Being againſt 
Hawking in this City, Whereupon we were for 
ſome Time in a tolerable Manner relieved ; for the 
Hawkers, hearing and ſeeing the ſaid Laws, abſented 
themſelves ; and then our Trades began to flouriſh, 
and Chearfulneſs to appear in our Countenances ; we 
were in hopes, that at laſt we had obtained the long'd- 
for Protection of our juſt Rights and Privileges, that 
now we ſhould be able to keep open our Shops, and 
ſee our Creditors and Landlords at all Times with 
Pleaſure, having Money at Command ready to an- 
ſwer every juſt Demand of theirs; and ſhould be 
able for the future to make punctual Diſcharges of all 
and every the ſundry Fines and Payments, we are 
ſubject to as Citizens, towards the Support of the 
Grandeur and Dignity thereof. = | 

But, alas! notwithſtanding our ſeeming Happineſs, 
we foynd it of but ſhort Duration ; for theſe Sheets 
were ſoon deſtroyed, and the Remembrance of them 
forgotten, and, the Hawkers returning by degrees, 
in a few Years we became as much infeſted with them 


as ever. Upon this we reſolved to take them up, 


and 
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and carry them before our City Magittrates, not 
doubting but that they had now a clear Underſtanding 
of the Affair, and that they would not only ſtand 
by the ſaid Laws, which they had publiſhed as a- 
bove, but would alſo willingly join with us in the 


Defence of our ſaid Right, and, by ſo doing, con- 


vince us, that, as they proteſted their known Zeal in 
the Aſſertion of our juſt Rights and Privileges at the 
Time we elected them, they were Men of their Words; 
ſeeing they had had an Opportunity to obſerve and 
conſider the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity there was 
to acquaint themſelves in the Knowledge of the Laws, 
which are to defend the moſt valuable Vital of our 
Privileges. But, to our great Surprize, when we ſet the 
Offenders again before them, inſtead of joining us, they 
were till perplexing us with Difficulties in regard to 
the Licences, ſeemingly to ſuſpect they ſhould be 
thought to interfere with the Revenue of the Crown, 
if they took and conſtrued their own publiſhed Act 
of Common- Council, in 1694, in its ancient Force; 
and under that Pretence, and perhaps ſome other pre- 
valent Motive, which they concealed, they tired us 
by tedious Waitings, Excuſes, and Entreaties in 
Behalf of the Hawkers, and thereby tantalized us in 
ſuch a Manner, that we found ſome of theſe great 
Aſſerters of our Rights and Privileges had deceived us. 
Whereupon a vaſt Multitude of the Retale Traders 
of this City, of almoſt every Trade, met together, 
and determined, as this was the Caſe, to apply to 
Parliament, to have the Laws made more effectual 
for redreſſing the ſaid Grievances ; and accordingly ' 
did petition the Houſe, ſetting forth the great Hard- 


ſhips we lay under; which Petition was noted and 


Joined in by many of the trading Cities or Corporations 
in the Nation, who, of their own Accord, took that 
Opportunity likewiſe to petition, and ſet forth their 
like Grievances, corroborating the Injuries we com- 
plained of, which were true and obvious even to the 
57h ts Members 
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Members themſelves: But, mark the Anſwer we re- 


ceived to our ſaid Petition from ſeveral of the Mem- 


bers, (which was ordered with the reſt to lie upon the 
Table, Sc.) viz. ** We conceive, that the Laws al- 
<* ready in Being are ſufficient to protect your ſaid 
„Rights in your Cities, if you will but put them 
5 ja WER : And, that as the Laws in Being are 
& ſufficient, it would be an Inconſiſtency for the 
< Houſe to ſpend Time to do that which they appre- 
hend is already done. And this was the Reafon 
that induced the Houle to lay the Petitions. upon the 
Table; for, I am perſuaded, if the Houſe had in 
the leaſt thought the Laws, were in any Caſe too weak, 
to maintain us in the Enjoyment of our faid Right and 
Privilege, they would readily, and with great Chear- 
fulneſs, have entered, with all convenient Speed, up- 
on the Merits of the ſaid Petitions, and would wil- 
lingly and fully have fecured us in the full Enjoyment 
of them, in its utmoſt ancient Strength and Luſtre. 
So, my Fellow-Citizens, you ſee how we were re- 
ferred back to the Laws then in Being, and which 
{till continue; and one would think our Magiſtrates 
(who doubtleſs had Knowledge of this Anſwer from the 
Houſe) might very ſafely and juſtly have aided and 
aſſiſted us, and done us what Service they could, 
when we afterwards brought the Offenders before 
them. with full Proofs; and it may be likely ſome 
People, not knowing how we have been uied, will 
hardly believe, that any one of our Magiſtrates could 


flag in his Duty, in regard to this vital Privilege, 


who rather with Pleaſure ſhould have rouſed up, to 
ſhew us, that they all and ſingularly were deſirous of 
doing it to the utmoſt, and in that ſtrenuous Man- 
ner they had promiſed. But, inſtead of this, 
ſome of them are ſtill perplexing and tiring us; for 
almoſt on all Occaſions, they ſtill ſeem very fearful 
of being thought to interfere with the Crown, in re- 
gard to. the Revenue that ariſes from the en; 

and 
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and it is generally obferved, when we ſet the Offender 
before them, the firſt Queſtion they aſk them is this, 


' Have you a Licence? as if they would thereby inſi- 


nuate, that, if they had one, we are to take notice, that 


the Hawker hath not tranſgreſſed any Law, by his 


Hawking in the City ; which has prevailed ro that 
Degree, that you will find, if you will make Enqui- 
ry into the Sentiments, both of the Magiſtrates and 
the'Common-Council-Men, that it is, or hath been, the 
Opinion of the Generality of them, that if the Hawkers 
have Licences, they have thereby a juſt Toleration to 
hawk in the City. But that this Inſinuation is ground- 
leſs will ſoon appear: For the Act it ſelf, for Licen- 


ling of Hawkers, c. expreſty ſays, That this 
= Eb A 
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&, or any Thing contained therein, ſhall not ex- 
s tend, or be conſtrued to extend, to give any Power 
<«« for the Licenfing of any Hawker, Pedlar, or Petty 
Chapman, to fell, or expoſe to Sale any Wares or 
© Merchandizes, in any City, Borough, Town-cor- 
% porate, or Market-Town within this Realm, any 
„ -otherwiſe than might have been done before the 
Making of this Act; any Thing therein contained 
*© tothe contrary notwithſtanding.” _ 
Now, that no Foreigner (or even a Freeman) had 
a Right to hawk in the City before this Act, I pre- 
fume, wants no Demonſtration, the before mentioned Act 
of Common-Council, of 1694, being a full Proof to 
the contrary, ſeeing that Act is prior to the Act for 
Licenſing of Hawkers, Fc. Yet, I fear, though the 
Caſe is ſo plain, it will be very ſhocking to you, my 
Fellow-Cnizens, when I tell you what Uſage we have 
met with, when we have applied to our Magiſtrates, 
in order to vindicate the faid Right of the Retalz 
Trade of this City, and that we have found ſome of 
our Magiſtrates very ignorant of the ſaid Laws, or, 
at leaſt, would ſeem to be ſo to us: For, I aſſure you, 
we have been told, when we have carried four 
Hawkers together before them, who had no LH 
hat, 


8 J. 


That, if they have no Licenſe, they have a Right to 


hawk in the City, but not out of the City; and this, my 


Fellow-Citizens, came from one, who has been, and 
ſtill is, by many, eſteemed one of the moſt ſhining, 
for Accompliſhments, that ever paſs'd the Chair; 
and that before Hundreds of People, who, taking 
the Advantage of that Encouragement, inſulted us. 
This unexpected Procedure ſo ſtruck us, that we were 
almoſt rendered unable to rally in Vindication of our 
ſaid invaded Right: However, we did venture to 
aſſay it, and, having luckily the Acts of Parliament, 
and the ſaid Act of Common-Council in our Pockets, 
we produced them ; and, after much Pains and 
Struggle, at laſt convinced his Lordſhip of his Error: 
But what then ? Why, inſtead of puniſhing the Of- 
fenders, he became their Counſel, and pleaded, That 


whereas the ſaid Laws had laid dormant ſp many Years, 


it was a barbarous Thing in us to trump them up of a 
ſudden, and take the Advantage of them againſt ſuch 
ignorant People. This ſounded bravely in the Ears of 
our Enemies, the Hawkers, who looked very inſo- 
lent on us! but we mildly anſwered, It was far from 
us to take any ſuch Advantage of their Ignorance ; and 
alledged, That we had at our own Expence, for two 
Months preceding, advertiſed in the publick Papers, 
that the ſaid Laws were ſtill in Force; and that, if the 
Hawkers continued to hawk, we would certainly pro- 
ceed againſt them. 

Upon this his Lordſhip, directing himſelf to the 
Hawkers, ſaid, (but in an Accent that beſpoke he pi- 
tied them) Come, you muſt pay 40 8. apiece, Which is 
the limited Sum, according to the ſaid Af of Common- 
Council; upon which, the Hawkers taking the Hint 
from the Chair, replied, An pleaſe your Lord/hip, we 
never knew there was ſuch a Law, nor never heard of 
the Advertiſements, Upon this their Denial it was 
replied, My Lord, we have here a Witneſs that will 


feoear, that many Times be told one of theſe Hawkers of 
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[9] 
the Laws, and threaten'd to take him up, if be did 
not deſiſt ; and that the Hawker as often inſulted him; 
and inſiſted, that he would hawk, in Defiance of him, or 
the Laws either, What fuller Proof need any Ma- 
iſtrate require, than was here preſent ? viz. four 
awkers without Licenſes, the very Goods produced, 
and Evidence that they knew they offended againſt. 
known Laws; whereby there was actually forfeited 
' 41. to the Mayor and Commonalty of the City, and 
4 J. to the Perſons ſueing for the ſame. Hereupon his 
Lordſhip pauſed a while, and then, like a very hearty 
Advocate, to ſcreen the Offenders, made the follow- 
ing Propoſal to us, as near as I. can remember, in 
theſe Words, or to this Effect; Gentlemen, I think 
the beſt Method you can take is, to petition the Court of 
Aldermen, ſetting forth your Grievance, and I don't 
doubt but the Court will examine the Laws relating 
thereto, and will publiſh an Order, whereby the People 
will have an Opportunity of knowing there are ſuch 
' Laws; and then, if you find them offending for the 
future, none can plead Ignorance : If they offend after 
' that, it will be Time enough to bring them before us to 
put the Laws in Force againſt them ; but I deſire you to 
conſent to the Diſcharge of theſe four preſent, whom I 
will now forewarn, that, if they offend again, they 
ſhall be puniſhed as the Law diretts. Upon which we 
conſented to their Diſcharge, without any Penalty, 
gave up our own Loſs of Time and Expences, being 
willing to oblige his Lordſhip, conſidering that ic 
would be ſome Obligation upon him to counte- 
nance and encourage our Petition in the Court of Al- 
dermen ; and reſolved to follow the Directions his 
Lordſhip had been pleaſed to give us, which we then 
thought to be ſincere; but the Sequel will perhaps 
make it appear to you, we had then conceived a 
wrong Opinion of him, which I ſhall leave to your 


own Judgments. - 


1 


C 5 Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, we drew up a Petition, then ſum- 
moned a large Body of Shop-keepers, who read, ap» 
proved, and ſigned the Petition, and enquired a pro- 
per Day to preſent it; on which many of us attended 
the Court, who received it, and returned this Anſwer : 
Gentlemen, the Court has conſidered your Petition, and 


we intend to examine the Laws relating thereto, and 


ſhall publiſh an Order according to the Laws, which 
we hope will be effeflual. This Anſwer, from the 
Mouth of his Lordſhip, in the Preſence of a large 
Court, inſpired us with Joy; and, it being as much 
as we could reaſonably expect, we in an humble 
—_— returned the Court Thanks, and with- 
rew. | | 

| Here again we were fluſh'd with the pleaſing 
Thoughts of ſoon obtaining the deſired End, that 
now we had got the Affair upon a proſperous Footing, 
having, as we then thought, embarked with us, and 
for us, a Man of the firſt Magnitude, of Penetration, 
ef Oratory, and of Weight not only in the City, but 
alſo in the Houſe of Commons, if need ſhould require: 
And, from the Juſtneſs of our Cauſe, together with 
the Influence of ſo great a Man on our Side, ſup- 
poſing that his fore-mentioned Error was removed, 
and that he was become ſincere in our Intereſt, we 
now expected great Matters; we, confiding in the 
Anſwer of the Court, expected to ſee the Order 15 
pear; enquired, and ſearched the publick Papers, for 
more than four Months; but not a Word appeared. 
However, we knowing the Chair was extraordinarily 
and vigorouſly engaged in the Proſecution of the un- 
hwfully retaling of ſpirituous Liquors, we had till 
Hopes; and at laſt we conſulted, and concluded to 
wait on his Lordſhip, to defire an Anſwer, and to know 
whether we- might ſtill expect an Order. Hereupon 
fome of us were deputed to attend him; accordingly 
we, taking a proper Time, when his Lordſhip was at 
Leiſure, attended; being received very complaifantly 
| EY into 
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into his private Apartment, we addreſſed ourſelves to 
him in the modeſteſt Manner we were 1 7 of, en- 
treating an Anſwer to our ſaid Petition: To which his 
Lordſhip returned to the Effect following, Gentlemen, 
1 e your Petition very well, and I thought you 
had heard long ago what was done in it, We replied, 
We bad heard ſomething ; but, not being ſure we were 
truly informed, we choſe, if his Lordſhip pleaſed, to 
have an Account from himſelf. And then he proceed- 
ed, and gave us Anſwer to this Effect, The Court, in 
regard to your Petition, ordered the Ton- Clerk Io exa- 
mine the Laws, and to draw up an Order, and to lay 
it before the Court; he examined, and drew up an Or- 
der; the Court conſidered it, and, before it was pub- 
liſhed, it was judged neceſſary to lay it before the Re- 
corder for his Opinion, whether it was drawn accord- 
ing to Law: I. was laid before bim; he returned it 
with his Opinion, that it was not according to Law. So 


From that Day it was laid by, and nothing more is 


likely to be 4 in it. Upon this we aſk'd him, 
M bat muſt we do ? Muſt we bear this intolerable Grie- 


wance ?® Is there no Redreſs ? Then his Lordſhip 


faid, I enquired of the Recorder, What muſt the Shops 
keepers do? and he anfwered, Put the Laws in Exe- 
cution. [Here again we were ſent back to the Laws, 
which was preſuppoſing there were Laws. ] But his Lord- 
ſhip was pleaſed to proceed, Gentlemen, I have taken 
the Pains to examine the ſeveral Laws, both of the 
Land, and of the City; and it is my Opinion, that the 
AZ of Common Council of 1694, ibo made conjonant 
to the then Laws of the Land, is now abridged and al- 
tered, in reſpect to the Proſecution of Hawkers, by an 
Ad made in the 12th of Queen Anne concerning Laga- 
bonds; for, as the Law flood before that Aft of Queen 
Anne, Perſons then found wandering and hawking (in 
the Manner you complain of) were deemed to be SE 
bonds; and at that Time the Magiſtrates had Authority 
to puniſh them as ſuch ; But now, ſince the ſaid A? of 
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Queen Anne, (which was made to ſet forth what was a 
Vagabond) in the Lift of Vagabonds, there recited, 


Hawkers are left out; and now, becauſe they are not 


mentioned in that ſaid Af, I apprehend, that no Per- 
ſon wandering and hawking Goods, &c. as aforeſaid, 
even though without a Licenſe, in this, or any City, 
can be deemed and puniſhed lawfully as a Vagabond : 
And, unleſs be is brought and proved a Vagabond, the 
Maziſtrates have nothing to do in the Affair, it does not 
lie properly before us. [Herein you may obſerve his 
Lordſhip had been at Pains to examine the Laws, to 
find a better Interpretation upon them than the Re- 
corder had done ; or, as may be readily ſuppoſed, 


than his Lordſhip thought the Recorder was capable of. 


This may be gathered even from his own Words ; 
but he goes on in Anſwer to our Queſtions as above.] 
What muſt we do ? &c. Your proper Remedy, ſaid he, 
lies againſt them at Common Law ; ſo that, upon the 
Whole, the beſt Advice I can give you is, that you get 
together, and make up a Purſe among yourſelves ; and, 
as you find the Hawkers invading your ſaid Right, ſue 
them, and protect yourſelves, To which we replied, 
If this be the Caſe, we are in a bad Condition: And 
the laſt Queſtion we put was this, Ve deſire to know 
of your Lordſhip, if we find Foreigners hawking, &c. 
without Licences, will zou pleaſe to lend us your Aid, 
His Anſwer was, I don't care to meddle in it. | 
Thus, my Fellow. Citizens, we got a final Refuſal 
from him, which was all we could obtain, notwith- 
ſtanding all our extraordinary Expectations from a 
Perſon of his Penetration z and as to the Order from 
the Court of Aldermen, it has never yet appeared, al- 
though it is near three Years ſince they promiſed it; 
neither is it likely it ever will appear; but, tho' his 
Lordſhip's Way of Reaſoning may ſeem plauſible at 
firſt View, and his Conſtructions feiſable upon the 
Act of Queen Anne, let us examine them; and, by 
the natural Conſequences that flow from them, ve 
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ſhall be able to judge of his Abilities, and perhaps of 
his pretended Sincerity, and great Proteſtations of 
ftrenuouſly aſſerting the Rights and Privileges of his 
Fellow: Citizens, ; 

Firſt, he acknowledges the Act of Common-Coun- 
cil, in 1694, was conſonant to the Laws of the Land, 
and the Hawker we complain of was then a Vaga- 
bond: And that, ſecondly, all the Reaſon why he is 
not ſuch now, is becauſe, in the Liſt of Vagabonds in 
the ſaid Act of Queen Anne, he is left out. This I 
think is the whole Strength of his Argument, but 
whether this Argument is worthy the Patronage of a 
Man of his ChariRer, of the Penetration he is eſ- 
teemed to be Maſter of, is worth our Conſideration. 
That the Hawker is left out I grant ; but the Reaſon 
why he is left out, Ithink is obvious to any Manof com- 
mon Underſtanding, viz. as there was at that Time 
an Act in Being, made in the Interim, (9. and 10. of 
King William the IIId) to tolerate hawking by Li- 
cenſe, under the Reſtrictions as aforeſaid, (not to 
hawk in any City, Sc.) muſt be deſignedly left out, 
as he exerciſes the Authority thereby given him le- 
gally, under thoſe Reſtrictions, and not otherwiſe ; but 
to infer, that the Intention of the Legiſlature, by leav- 
ing the Hawker out of the Liſt, was to abridge the 
Right and Privilege of this, or any City, &c. and 
to alter the Law of the Land 1n puniſhing the Hawk- 
ing without Licenſe (even within a City) is very 
monſtrous. Thirdly, It is injurious both to the 
Prince and Subject. Fourthly, It would unhinge the 
Power of the Licenſe-Office. Fifthly, It would ren- 
der us Citizens rather burthened than privileged by 
being Citizens. Sixthly, As a natural Conſequenee of 
his own Advice, to ſue them at Common Law, do but 
obſerve the Streets, how they are infeſted with a great 
Numberof Women, Boys, and Girls, eſpecially of eus, 
that conſtantly are ſeen hawking ; whom to ſue at Com- 
mon Law (which doth not hold to Bai) would be 
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endleſs, their Names and Places of Abode not being 
eaſily found, or, if found for the preſent, are ſoon 


changed: So that it is almoſt impracticable for us, 
by Means of Common Law, to protect ourſelves; 
and beſides, to put the whole Trouble and Expences 
upon us (who are only to have a Moiety of the Pe- 
nalty, the other Moiety being the City's) is very un- 


generous, and unbecoming the Honour and Dignity 


of this City: Tis, in ſhort, putting us upon a Re- 
medy almoſt as bad as the Diſeaſe. I think he might 
as well have ſaid we diſown any Duty, or declared, he 
never intended to trouble himſelf in defending the 
Rights and Privileges of us, his Fellow-Citizens ; but 
wholly leave us to do it for ourſelves; and, pray 
then, What is become of his great and mighty Pro- 
miles aforeſaid ? | 

That theſe, among many more, are the natural 
Conſequences that muſt attend ſuch a Conſtruction of 
the Laws, which his Lordſhip then put upon them, 
and for which Reaſon he refuſed us his Aid, I think 
no Man will pretend to deny. And, according to his 


Opinion, it alſo follows, that our inſiſted Right of 


the Retale Trade of the City, as aforeſaid, is without 
Foundation, and no more than a mere Boaſt and Pre- 
tence, notwithſtanding we are ſubjected to the ſeveral 
Fines and Payments in the Support of ourſelves ag 
Citizens, and towards the Grandeur and Dignity 
thereof, 
Thus, my Fellow-Citizens, I have given you 
a ſhort Account of the Uſage we have met with 
from ſome of our Magiſtrates ; for, ſhould I ſearch out 
and recite every Particular, it would tire me to write, 
and you to read : But, by this you may ſee how we 
have been diſcouragedand ſtigmatized fromthe Chair it 
ſelf, with the odious Names of Barbarians, (in endea- 
vouring to regain our Right) by one of the very 
Men whom we heretofore elected, upon the ſpecious 
Pretences of his known Abilities and Promiſes of 
ſtrenuouſiy Aſſerting, &c, c, Dpon which, _ 
ume 
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fame, no Freeman, Sc. of Common Senfe, will think 
ſuch a Man as this fit to be put in Nomination for 
a Candidate againſt the enſuing Election, or for any 
of the ſuperior Offices of Honour or Profit in thisCity, 
who has thus voluntarily (I will not fay ignorantly or 
wilfully) given up both us and our Retale Trade to all 
the Vagabonds and Foreigners that wil} pleaſe to in- 
vade us therein; nay, and been their Advocate a- 
gainſt us : Shall we judge fuch a Man worthy to be 
entrufted for the future? No, ſurely : But rather to 
be deteſted, abhorred, and deſpiſed according to his 
Deſerts ; and avoided as one would the Plague and' 
Peſtilence, or any Thing that is hurtful and deſtruc- 
tive to our Peace and Intereſt. 
But, if it be objected, This Gentleman, although yon 
complain fo loudly againſt him, might poſſibly, in the very 
Afair you complain of, act according to his real Fudg- 
ment; and, if fo, he cannot be blamed, but ought rather 
to be pitied. I anſwer : That the very Act of Q. Axne, 
upon which he built all his Objections, (and even al- 
lowed, that the Interpretation, according to himſelf, 
might not be foreſeen by the Legiftature, but might 
rather be an inadvertent, than an intended Abridg- 
ment of our faid Right) happen'd, upon another Occa- 
ſion, to be brought before the Houſe of Commons the 
Seffions following, in order to an Amendment; on 


which we deputed a proper Perſon, and ſent to his 


Lordſhip, our Member aforefaid, deſiring him and 
his Intereſt to move the Houſe in its proper Tome, in or- 
der to get the ſaid Af explained in that Particular. 
But now, as before, inſtead of being zealous in his 
Duty, and to demonſtrate he had a little Regard to 


our ſaid Right, or was pleaſed, or ready upon ſuch a a 


favourable Opportunity, to do us Service, he evaded 
it, and choſe to leave it to ourſelves to apply to o- 
thers ; and, yet more to diſcourage us, ſent us Word, 


 *Twas his Opinion, we might ſave ourſelves the Trou= 


ble, for he believed the Houſe would do nothing * | 
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This was a finiſhing Stroke; for, he thereby convin- 
ced us, (or at leaſt me) that, even from the very firſt 
Application we made to him to the laſt, he never in- 
tended, or had our Intereſt at heart; but always was, 
and is our Enemy; and this Conduct gives us Rea- 
ſon to think, he had a ſecret Cauſe that induced him 
thereunto; that the Oppoſition we met with from him 
did not proceed from Ignorance of the ſaid Laws; and 
that, from the aforeſaid Pauſe in the Chair, he: me- 
ditated our Loſs, and the Hawkers Gain : But what- 
ever Reaſon has prevailed with him to deſert us, I 
am reſolved no Reaſon for the future ſhall ever induce 
me to entruſt him again; unleſs he can and does de- 
monſtrate, that the Retale Trade of the City, ſo far 
as reſpects Wares and Merchandizes (except as is ex- 
cepted) doth not wholly and ſolely belong to the ſaid 
Freemen, Inhabitants, Cc. as above or, that Fo- 
reigners, with or without a Licence, have, as practi- 
ſed, a Right to ſhare the ſaid Trade in the City with 
us; or, that a Freeman, but no Inhabitant, or even 
2 Shop-keeper, within the City, hath a Right to wan- 
der the Streets, and to other Men's Houſes, about the 
City, Hawking, thereby foreſtalling the ſaid Shops, as 
aforeſaid : Let him diſprove theſe, and then I will 
appear, aſk his Pardon, vote, and poll for him too. 

But, in the mean time, let it be every Elector's 
Enquiry to put in Nomination, and chuſe ſuch a Man 


as hath theſe Qualifications. 
Firſt, A Man fhilled i in the Laws, Rights, oy Pri- 


vileges of the City. 

Secondly, A Man of Fortune and Honour, not like» 

ly to be ſeduced by Bribes. | 

' Thirdly, 4 Man of ſteady Courage and Reſolution, 

not afraid to att according to his Judgment. 
Thele, I preſume, are the neceſſary Qual ifications, 

and, I hope, it is our firm Intentions for the future, 

to elect the Man, who, either to our own Knowledge, 


or on a ſtrict Enquiry, appears the moſt worthy way 
able 
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able to vindicate, and in Truth to aſſert our Rights 
and Privileges by Works, and not ſuch as give us no- 
thing but Y/ords. That Man that will do his Duty 
is the Man TI will poll for, let him be pig, or let 
him be Tory, or call him by what Name you pleaſe ; 
the wiſe, honeſt, courageous Man, is the Man I want, 
and, I make no Doubt, but that there are many ſuch 
to be found thus fitly qualified in this City; elſe the 
Age muſt be baſely degenerated indeed ; and Igno- 
miny in all Shapes will ſoon reign uncontrouled, and 
viſibly appear in all our Foreheads, to our Confuſion 
and Deſtruction. But, I hope and believe, this is not 
yet our lamentable CaſGGQ. _ oo 
Therefore, my Fellow-Citizens, Shop-keepers, 
Retalers, Sc. let us ſhew to the World, that we have 
ſome tolerable Share of Senſe, that we can diſtinguiſh 
between a true Brother and a falſe one, between a 
Friend and a Foe, a Man of Deſerts, from one that 
really hath no Title to our favourable Regards ; let 
us look beyond Words, and enquire after Deeds ; let 
us be punctually juſt to ourſelves and our Poſterity, in 
Oppoſition to ſuch a Man as this, who, I am well 
ue, is intended to be continued our Member, 
by moſt of our holeſale Traders; ſome of whom (in 
reſpect to our Complaint) are alſo our Enemies, in 
the Encouragement they are frequently giving the 
Hawkers, and eſpouſing their Cauſe ; and peradven- 
ture may have privately endeavoured to influence not 
only this particular Magiſtrate, but alſo ſome of the 
Court of Aldermen, not to diſcharge their Duty. 
The Reaſon is plain, becauſe the Hawkers are the 
beſt, if not at preſent the only Chaps the 7/boleſale 
Traders have, to vend their damaged and unſaleable 
Goods, and the City of London is one of the beſt 
Markets for them to diſpoſe thereof. But it may be 
farther objected in Behalf of his Lordſhipand the Court, 
That the Recorder returned the Order with his Opi - 
7, - | nion, 


ral. 
nion, that it was not drawn according to Law; and, 
as it was not lawful, how dare you to complain. againſt. 
the Court for not publiſhing it ? To which I anſwer, . 
I do not complain againſt the Court for not pub- 
liſhing an unlawful Order, but 1 complain of their 
ſo ſlightly giving up our Cauſe; of their laying it 
by; and of their not being likely to concern them- 
ſelves any more in the Affair; according to his Lord- 
ſhip's own Words, This occafioned us to. enquire 
into the ſaid Order, and wherein its Unlawfulneſs did: 
conſiſt; and, if. we were rightly informed, the Un- 
lawfulneſs was only this, That the: ſaid Order was di- 
refed to the Conſtables of the City, charging them, that, 
they the ſaid Conſtables ſhould make it their proper Bu- 
fineſs to go out in Search of the ſaid Hawkers, and, as 
they found them, to take them, and: bring them before 
the ſaid Magiſtrate, Upon this the Recorder very 
juſtly declared the ſaid Order unlawful, becauſe it 
put an unreaſonable and illegal Duty: upon the Con- 
ſtables, which Duty the Court had, not Authority to. 
put upon them: For, if this were the Caſe with the 
Conſtables they need no other, Buſineſs, either of 
their own or the City's, during the Year of holding 
the ſaid Office. But, though the. Conſtables are the 
proper Officers to bring the ſaid Offenders before the 
jaid Magiſtrates 3 yet it is firſt the proper Buſineſs of 
us Shop- keepers, Oc. when we find the ſaid Hawkers 
invading us, to ſtop them till we can get a Conſta- 
ble, and then, indeed, the Conſtable is obliged to 
execute his Office as aforeſaid. Thus (if our Infor- 
mation be true) the Recorder reaſoned with the Court. 
Whereupon the Court, if it had had our ſaid Right 
at Heart, and had not been otherways influenced, 
certainly would have given proper Inſtructions, that 
the Order might have been amended and drawn ac- 
cording to Law; and then might lawfully and ho- 
nourably have been publiſhed in Diſcharge * of 
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their Duty and Promiſe to us, as aforeſaid : But 
their ſo readily taking Advantage of the ill Draught 
of the Order, and the Recorder's faid Opinion, to evade 
the Aſſerting of dur ſaid Right, is what I complain 
of, as being contrary to the Aſſurances they ſeverally 
gave us at the Times we elected them into their faid 
Office; for which Reaſon; I hope, we ſhall all be 
more cautious in our Elections for the future. Never- 
theleſs, I would not be underſtood to accuſe the whole 
Court; for, I am ſatisfied, there were ſome preſent, 
that would willingly have vindicated our ſaid Right ; 
and there are ſome who have been new choſen Members 
ſince we made the aforeſaid Applications, who are 
thereby alrogether out of the Queſtion, and muſt in 
this Point neceſſarily be faultleſs : Becauſe, as I ob- 
ſerved before, it is near three Years ſince we pre- 
ſented our ſaid Petition. The Way then to know 
our Friends from our Foes, is to enquire among them- 
ſelves, as we did of his Lordſhip, viz. Was you pre- 
ſent? Was you conſenting to lay by our ſaid Peti- 
tion? Or, What did you to vindicate us in the En- 
Joyment of our ſaid Right? To which, if he is fault- 
led, no doubt, but he will give you ſatisfactory An- 
ſwers, and the others may be puzzled to acquit them- 
ſelves. 

Now, in order for the Security of our ſaid Right, 
whoever among them that may hereafter be put in 
Nomination, againſt the enſuing or any other Elec- 
tions, when they apply to us for our Votes, Sc. let 
us accoſt them to their Faces with the following Quet- 
tions. 

1/, Are you ſkilPd' in the Laws, Rights, and Pri- 
vileges of the City? 

24ly, Do you know, that we, the F reemen, Inha- 
bitants, Shop- Keepers, Sc. are entitled to the whole 
Retale Trade of this City, 1 as 18 — ? 


” 
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- 3dly, Do you ſolemnly promiſe, (provided we e- 
leck you) that you will exert yourſelf to your utmoſt 
Capacity, in the Defence of our ſaid Right, in every 
Opportunity you may have during the Continuance 
of the Truſt we thereby ſhall repoſe in you? | 
To which, if he anſwers, bona fide, in the Affir- 
mative, then, I preſume, (provided he be a Man of 
known Integrity, and of good Principles) he is a fit 
Perſon to be elected. But ſuppoſe he ſhould anſwer, 
D have not the ſaid Right now: Then let us put 
the following Queſtions. 
4:hly, Have you, or will you, publickly demen- 
ſtrate, that now we have not the ſaid Right as here- 
tofore, but that it is actually abridged by the ſaid 
Act of Q. Ann, or any other Act, as aforeſaid ; and 
thereby furniſn a ſufficient Ground to petition the Par- 
liament for a Redreſs? 
zthly, And will you, if Need be, ſo far as in you 
lies, promote and procure ſuch a Petition to be pro- 
jected and preſented by and in the Names of the 
Lord-Mayor, Court of Aldermen, and Commonal- 
ty of this City, and at the City's Expence proſecute 
the ſame to your utmoſt Abilities to regain our ſaid 
1 
Theſe Queſtions, my Fellow-Cirizens, I think, will 
appear very neceſſary, and yet modeſt, for us both to 
put and to demand an Anſwer to, before we deter- 
mine, either to nominate. or ele& any Member or Of- 
ficer of Honour or Profit for this City; eſpecially 
conſidering the Neglect and Oppoſition we have met 
with, both from the Court and Chair of this City as 
aforeſaid ; ; and, I think, we are not juſt even to our- 
ſelves, nor to our Poſterity, if we neglect theſe Enqui- 
ries and modeſt Queſtions : And, if we will omit them 
in Complaiſance to others, to whom perhaps we may be 
under ſome Obligations, we thereby give up our on 
— relying upon the Direction of weh 
i which 
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which others are generally found to be either Mer- 
chants, or Wholeſale Traders, who are inſenſible of 
our Loſſes, occaſioned by the ſaid Hawkers, becauſe 
they do not feel them, it being out of their Way. 
Thus, I fay, if we will ſtill give our Votes for 
Perſons unexamined, the Fault will be our own, and 
we ſhall juſtly deſerve the Character of Fools, and be 
looked upon hereafter, as heretofore, as a Parcel of poor, 
trifling, inſignificant Tools, not worthy the Notice or 
Conſideration of our ſaid Court and Magiſtrates, when- 
ever weſhall complainof any Invaſion of our Rights and 
Privileges, either from Hawkers or any others: For 
it fully appears, that this hath been our Caſe already, 
and will continue ſo to be, if we will not ſhew our- 
ſelves to be Men, and that we have among us Retalers 
ſome little Share of Senſe and Underſtanding left. 
Let us caſt our Eyes around to other Cities in this 
Nation, and ſee how they out-do us in this Particu- 
lar; eſpecially the City of Briſtol. See how the Peo- 
ple there flouriſh ; for, as I am creditably informed, 
they ſuffer no ſuch Invaſion of their ſaid Right; no 
Hawker or Foreigner dare to enter their City : And 
why ? becauſe the People are wiſer, and their Wiſdom 
is viſible in their prudent Choice of Governors, and 
for that Reaſon their ſaid Magiſtrates delight to join 
in their Protection; and they may ſerve as a noble 
and ſhining Witneſs for us, that the Laws againſt the 
ſaid Hawkings are till in Force, and not abridged : 
For, who will preſume to ſay, the Magiſtrates of 
Briſtol act contrary to Law, in their defending the 
ſaid: Retale Trade of their City againſt Hawkers ? or 
that they do the ſame in a tyrannical Manner ? 
Objection. The Hawker with a Licenſe is no Vagabond, 
becauſe he that pays the King 4 l. per Ann. is not ſuch. 
Anſwer : That he is no Vagabond in general is true 
but in particular he may be conſtrued ſuch, when he 
is out of the Juriſdiction of his Authority; for, where 
8 OT, 8 e 


[ 22 ] 
his Licenſe hath no Toleration, (as in Cities) he may, 
by an acute Penetration, ſuch as before on the Act 

of Q. Ann, be more fitly conſtrued a Vagabond, and 
that without the utmoſt Strenuouſneſs. But as that is 
a Point ſomewhat foreign to the preſent Complaint, 
2 further Examination better ſuits abler Heads than 


mine. 20 1 
Beſides, the licenſed Perſon, I preſume, is to be 


found to be proceeded againſt at Common-Law, the 


Name and the Habitation of the licenſed Perſons are 
mentioned in their Licenſes, and therefore we are not 
altogether without Relief againſt them, but are im- 
practicably fo againſt the other, as aforeſaid, and un- 
generouſly ſo in regard to the Honour and Dignity of 
the City, if the Court ſtand by the aforeſaid Ad- 
vice of his Lordſhip. | 

Objection. You inſiſt too far, and at a Venture, 
where you ſay, that no Foreigner hath any Right in 
the City to ſhare the Retale Trade with the Freemen, 
Inhabitants, &c. under any Pretence or Authority what- 
ſoever; for, contrary to this, every real Worker or 
Maker of Goods hath a natural and tolerated Right to 
fell them either in Perſon, or by bis Servants or Agents, 
wwhereſoever he pleaſes lo ge or ſend, either in Cities, or 
elſewhere. Anſwer : That a Foreigner may enter,*as 
objected, into the Cities, c. to ſell his ſaid Goods 
to the Inhabitants of the City, who are Dealers in the 
ſame Commodity, either HY/hbole/ale or Retale, is ad- 
mitted ; but that he hath a Right to come or ſend to 


hawk them from Door to Door, and to other Men's 


Houſes: to retale them in the Cities, ſeems to me a ve- 
ry great Inconſiftency 3 becauſe, many Men, who 
work up many Sorts of Goods, and keep Abundance 
of Hands, and may employ an unlimited Number of 
Servants and Agents, may ſo fill the Streets and Pub- 
lick-Houſes of this City, as would greatly interrupt 
the Trade and Traffiek thereof. And farther, if this 

| | | be 


BY 
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be Law, it lays a moſt intolerable and ruinous Bur: 


then. upon us Citizens, Inhabitants, c. and would 
render us under very great Diſadvantages,” too heavy 


to be borne. But, I preſume, that it is not Law, from 


theſe Reaſons following. 
 1//, All Men know, we in the City are at much 


greater Rents and Taxes than the Foreigner without. 


24ly, That we can employ none but Freemen to 
perform the mechanic Part. Hoon! 710 
Zaly, That free Workmen always have higher 
Wages for their Work than the Foreigner pays. 
From whence *tis plain, unleſs we have an Oppor- 
tunity of vending a larger Quantity than the Foreig- 
ner, we are under a Burthen, and he is free: For, 
what greater Inconſiſtencey can there be than that, 
a Foreigner ſhall not work up his Goods in a City, 
yet, when he hath made them elſewhere, he ſhall” ei- 


ther come himſelf, or ſend as many Perſons as he 


pleaſes, to. retale them in the City? If this be the 
Caſe with Citizens, Good Lord deliver us! for, to the 


three Reaſons above, do but add this fourth, at 


every. Citizen is compellablg ta a continual Expence: from 
tbe Day he becomes ſo tothe. Day of his Death. For 
Inſtance, the very firſt Day he is bound Apprentice, 
he pays a higher Sum to the Hall he is bound at than 
the Foreigner; he gives a much higher Sum to his 
Maſter, than the other; and, before he can reap any 
Profit, muſt take up his Freedom both of his Com- 
pany and City, at his on Expence, commences ccn- 
tinual Quarterages, and ſubject to. be called to ſun- 
dry Offices and Duties at very conſiderable Expences, 
which the Foreigner is not at all ſubject to, | 
Thoſe that are acquainted: with theſe: Payments and 
Duties, muſt: know, that the Whole, upon an Ave- 
rage of a common Life, is: ſeldom leſs than an hun- 
dred Pounds, to many much more, and to ſome a- 


bove five hundred, and moſt of it againſt his Con- 


ſent 
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ſent; to which if he don't comply, when demanded, 
an Action will lie againſt him; and that he alſo is 
altogether as much or more liable to the Parochial 
Duties as the Foreigner. If, for all this, the Citizen 
hath not hereby really purchaſed the inſiſted Right ; - 
then, in plain Terms, I fay, he is juggled, and 
baffled, and trapped into a Slavery, inſtead of buy ing 
a Freedom: But, I truſt, it is not ſo, and that 
from the Inconſiſtency thereof. For, can it be ſup- 
poſed, that the Wiſdom of the Legiſlators ſnould be ſo 
ſhort in forming and ſhaping the Government of 

this City, as to ſet Limits to the Freemen, and leave 
all the reſt of the World unlimited? As for Inſtance, 
if a Freeman project the Stall of his Shop- window 

an Inch beyond the preſcribed Limits, he is proſecu- 
ted immediately, and obliged, with the Expence and 

Fine, to take it back to the ſaid Limits? But the 

Foreigner, his Servants, and Agents, according to the 

Objection is unlimited, and ſhall come and ſtand be- 
yond the Freeman's Limits, with his Body and a Box, 
or Baſket, or large Parcel of Goods, unlimited, and 
without any Duties, Expences, or Fines; and ſhall ex- 
poſe and [el] his ſaid Goods even before my Shop; 

a} for no other Reaſon but that he, truly, is the real 
; Worker of them ; and thereby circumvent my Shop 

| and Market, in'the Diſpoſal of my own Goods, who 
alſo am the real Worker of them, as well as he. This 

certainly muſt be ſuch an Inconſiſtency the Framers of 

the wiſe Government under which we live could ne- 

ver be Authors of, 3 

| Objection. You lay a greater Streſs, than you ought 

| to do, on the publick Declarations of the Candidates; for 
| thoſe publick Promiſes are no more than Words of Courſe, 
is the common Road through which all tread, and there- 
| fore not much to be regarded. Anſwer : If I were to 
tell any of them ſo before their Election, they would 


have juſt Cauſe to call. me a rude, impudent 8 1 
| and, 


* 
2 


4 


and, unleſs I could give a better Reaſon fot it than 
the Objector, I ought to be toſſed in a Blanket. But, I 
ſay, whoever publiſhes ſuch Promiſes, contracts a Debt 
of Honour, and he can never diſchatge that Debt of 
Honour, unleſs he does all that in him lies to vindi- 
cate and protect the juſt Rights and Pfivileges which 
he then promiſes to do: Nay, further, ptay remem- 
ber the Oaths he alſo takes, to qualify himſelf after our 
Choice, and I fancy you will find our whole Security 
is not reſted upon their Honours only. 
Objection. You ſeem to be ſuch an avowed Eneiny 
4 the Hawkers, that, if you can but live yourſelf, 
von don't care if they be all ſtarved; and that is the 
barbarous Diſpoſition in you, which was remarked by the 
Magiſtrate aforeſaid; Mu don't conſider them as Fellow 
Creatures, that have a natural Right to uſe the beſt 
Methods they can to provide for themſelves and Families. 
Anſwer: The Reader may eaſily obſerve through- 
out the foregoing Sheets, that I inſiſt upon no more 
than the Laws inſiſt on. The Act of Common- 
Council, in 1694, expreſly ſays, ** That, by 
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, all Perſons 
„ wanderirg and going about fro Place to Place, 
* and to other Men's Houſes in the City, are deemed 
*© Rogues and Vagabonds, and ſhall be puniſhed as 
© ſuch.” And the Act of K. William in i699 fays : 
“ That this Act, or any thing contained therein, 
* ſhall not extend, or be conſtrued” to extend; to 
* give any Power for the Licenſing of any Hawker, 
© Pedlar, or Petty Chapman, to ſell; or expoſe to 


Sale any Wares or Merchandizes, in any City, Bo- 
* rough, Town-cotporate, or Matket-towh within 


this Realm, any otherwife than might have been 


* done before the making of this Act; any thing 


therein contained to the contrary notwithſtanding,” 
From both which, in my Opinion, it follows, that no 


Perſon, (which includes Freemen as well as Foreigners) 
5 have 
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have any Right to wander about in any Cities to hawk; 
therefore, he that does it, does it in open Violation 


of the Laws; and if to complain 1. 5 an open 


Violator of the Laws be a barbarous 
Lordſhip had Reaſon to brow- beat us. 5 

The Reader may likewiſe obſerve, the Hawkers have 
all the Nation to hawk in, except in Cities, Fc. of 
which far be it from me to hinder him; nay, would he 
keep within his Limits, or would the Magiſtrates ob- 
lige him ſo to do, as ſtrictly as they oblige me, I 
ſhould not complain of either, but ſhould eſteem it 
my Duty to aid the one and honour the other, accord- 
ing to my Capacity: But to ſuffer theſe Invaſions up- 
on my Rights and Privileges, which I purchaſe io 
dearly, and not complain, would be unjuſt to myſelf 
and Family : In ſhort, I ſhould be like a fooliſh Man 
that pays Rent for Land, and is at the whole Trou- 
ble and Charge to manure and ſeed it, and let a Stran- 
ger come and take away a great, or perhaps the great- 
eſt, Part of his Crop. And, I prelume, the Objec- 
tor will allow, the Hawkers have not a natural or 
tolerated Right to uſe ſuch a Method as to know 
no Limits: If he does, he muſt diſallow of all Go- 
vernment and Polity ; and, upon this- Conſideration, 
I have often wondered the landed Intereſt of this City 
have not look'd into this Affair; for, *tis my Opi- 
nion, from hence has ariſen the principal Cauſe of the 
great Fall of Rents, and the Multitudes of unoccupied 
Houſes in this City ; and that it very nearly concerns 
every prudent Landlord of this City ſtrictly to loox 
Into it, as: well as the Government, in regard to its 
Taxes, which muſt fall in Proporfion to the Rents, 
or they muſt be made good by an additional Burden 
upon us Inhabitants. 

_ Objection. You allow ſome few of your Magiſtrates 
are in your Intereſt, and would willingly aid and aj- 
fit you : Why dow't you take the Hawkers before them, 
Who, no doubt, will ſtand by you ? Aniwer : Ran 

ave 


hing, then his 
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have done ſo; and they, in Default of the Payment 
of the Penalty, and in Diſcharge of their Duty, have 
committed them; but the fame Day, or next Morn- 
ing, the faid Hawkers, fo committed, have by their 
Friends made Application to ſome other Magiſtrate, 
and he immediately diſcharged them, and thereby 
Fee the Action of our Friends abortive; and, as 
Af as in him lay, encouraged the Hawkers, and diſcou- 
faged us. And, at other Times, while the Commit- 
ment was making, another was ſent for, and he, being 
cotne, begged off the Hawker under ſome Pretence 
or" other, Which either diverted or intimidated our 
Friends in the Diſcharge of their Office; and thus 
we have been oſten perplexed and tired, whereby 
it is become almoſt impracticable to ſue for Pro- 
tection. even among our Friends; and any Man may 
eaſohably conclude, that as our Friends are thus 
Fad by the others that refuſe, for them to ex- 
ert themſelves further, would be unhandſome in us 
to deſire; becauſe, according to the Spirit of the 
Times, it would occaſion them to be pointing Stocks, 
who might be marked by others, diz. There goes 
Monſieur Wiſeacre, who particularizes himſelf, to be 
ſure, in hopes of ſome other End, ſome Addition of 
Honour or Truſt; and for us to put theſe few thus 


to ſignalize thettiſelves, we think would be unbecom- 


ing us; ſo we rather chuſe to apply to the whole Body 
in Court, and, as the Court has not yet publiſhed the 
Order, accofding to their Promiſe, under the a- 
fortfaid Term, [we think] *tis in Default, or of the 
wilful Neglect, of Duty and Promife of the Body in 
Court, againſt whom I complain; becauſe, until it 
become the Action of the Body, we cannot expect to 
be fully protected. RS 1 
Ob jection. When his Lerd/hip refuſed to move the 
Houſe in that proper Time, as aforeſaid, Why did not 
you get ſome other of the City Members to do it for you ? 
Anſwer : It appeared to us fuck a monſtrous Con- 


CT 


6 

ſtruction on the Act of Q. Ann, that we thought g 
Member of common Senſe would care to move thę 
Houſe on it; and, I really believe, his Lordſhip was 
aſhamed to do it, becauſe he muſt haye taken all the 
Diſcredit of it to himſelf ; and none of his Brethren 
would have cared to ſhare any Part thereof with him; 
becauſe he is the only Man that ever ſtarted that AR 
againſt us, or at leaſt ſo far as ever I heard; for, if 
there were ſych an Abridgment, certainly the Recor- 
der, or ſome or one of our wiſe Governors, would 
wy noted it long before now. But, what puts the 
Matter oyt of all Diſpute on that Head is this, the 
7 8 publiſhing, at our Requeſt as aforeſaid, the 
faid Act of Comman-Council of 1694, in or about 
the Year 1725, as Law, which was about ſixteen or 
eighteen Years after the Act of Q. Ann, which is, 
for us, 2 full Proof, that the Court did not appr chend 
= ſaid Law in any yiſe abridged ; otherwiſe his ſaid 
Lordſhip muſt conſequently accuſe the then Court of 
manifeſt Negligence or Ignorance; 
© Objetion., . The Hawkers are a Set of poor People, 
and the Trade they ſhare with you, and the Hurt you 
complain of, is ſo triſting and frivolous, that it is not 
worth while to cry ſo loud againſt them, Anſwer : Some 
ignorant People may indeed be of this Opinion, 42 
any of our Nholeſale Men know to the contrary; and 

I can prove many of them carry great Value about 
them, from 100 J. to 100907. a Man; and alſo make 
their Brags they can have 50007, Credit, and they 
have often been the only Perſons between the Maker 
and the Merchant which, I am fatisfied, many of 
gur Merchants and principal Traders can atteſt, if 
they care to tell the Truth: In ſhort, I am well af- 
ſured, many of them deal for conſiderably more. in 
this City, than a great many of us Shop- Keepers j 
And farther, tis well known, they are often receive 
and gareſſed amongſt the Gentry, and Perſons of the 
_ greateſt Worth and Figure about this Metropolis: 


" ip 
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tis often ſeen they attend with as much Boldnefs ag 
if they were Perſons of great Note and Eminence, 
going to make or repay a Viſit; which I have often 
thought, in Strinels of Juſtice, very much reflects 
upon their Honours, and that they are not ſo nice in 


it in this reſpect as becomes them: For Inſtance, 
ſuppoſe a Perſon of high Rank, who doubtleſs has 


many Houſes in this or other Cities where he reſides, 
and the Shqp-keepers are his Tenants, of whom he 
expects his Rent, and therefore ought to encourage 
them with ſome of his Cuſtom; and, I think, I may 
juſtly affirm, their Honour ſhoyld teach them to give 
usthe Preference, and not to hug the Hawker in their 
Boſoms in private, and leave us to ſtarve in publick ; 
and by and by to ſeize our Goods, and turn us out of 
Doors; when the greateſt Cauſe of our Misfortune is 
for Want of Trade, occaſioned by illegal Hawking, 
I beg the Gentry would conſider this Point, and prac- 
tiſe as well as profeſs to be Men of Honour, 


Objection. You yourſelf have given a ſufficient Rea- 
ſon, why we ſhould prefer the Hawkers, 8c, your great 
Rents and Taxes, your extraordinary Duties and Fines, 
as Citizens, and your high Wages, &c. render you in- 
capable to furniſh us ſo cheap as they; and, ſurely, 
every prudent Man ought to deal with thoſe People who 
are capable to afford him the beſt Pennyworths. An- 
ſwer ; Theſe Objectors are very ſhort-ſighted, have 
very ſhallow Judgments, if they put theſe as their real 
Sentiments ; the thinking Part of Mankind know bet- 
ter. I deſire theſe to turn back, and they will find 
an Exception which will overturn all the ſaid Rea» 
ſons, viz. unleſs we have an Opportunity of vending 
a larger Quantity. Now, ſuppoſing the Hawkers re- 
moved, we have this Opportunity, and, under the 
Advantages of this Opportunity, Experience ſhews, 
that there is no cheaper Markets in the Nation than 
in this City; *tis from the Returns and the Quantities 
yended to the Multitude of Cuſtomers, Who are here- 

| in, 
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in, or reſort hither, which counterballances, even in 
our Favour, all theſe extraordinary Expences, c. 
As for Inſtance, obſerve the publick Markets, ſup- 

ſe Leadenhall, or any other, in which a Butcher 
for a little Stall pays perhaps 207. a Year, which in 
ſome other Place he might have for 205. and yet 
he gets a good Livelihood, ſells as cheap or cheaper 
than another in the Skirts of the Town; and, upon 
the Whole fairly gets 20s. while the other in the 
ſame Time don't get 20 d. and all this is from the Op- 
portunity aforeſaid; and the fame Argument holds 
equally good in reſpect to us. But, ſuppoſe, I were 
to ſaunter about this Market with a Baſket of Meat, 
and pay no Rent, and I had a Warehouſe or Whole- 
faleman within a hundred Yards, that would furniſh 
me as cheap as he furniſhes the Butchers, I might then 


vend a large Quantity, and afford it ſomewhat cheaper 


than he that pays Rent; many ſuch as I might in 
Time ruin the ſaid Butchers, I preſume in this Caſe 
1 ought and ſhould be ſoon examined, by what Au- 
thority I do this; and ſhould be purlihel ; and the 
Wholeſale Men that furniſh me would be deſpiſed, and 


both of us equally judged as publick Enemies to the 


Traffick and Trade of the ſaid Market. Now 
do but examine the Nature of our Complaint, and 
you will find it exactly tallies, and that, unleſs the 
aid Hawkers are removed, the Conſequence muſt in 
Time be the Ruin of us. And, I preſume alſo, in 
the Caſe of the Market, the Landlords, whoſe Pro- 
perty the Stalls are, would think it their incumbent 

uty and Intereſt to aid their Tenants in puniſhing the 
Foreſtallers : Even juſt ſo much it concerns the Qua- 


lity, Gentry, Sc. who are our Landlords, to endea- 


vour, all that in them lies, to protect us. From all 
which it follows, he that hugs the Hawker as afore- 
faid, at the ſame Time acts a filly Part; he proves 
himſelf no Conjurer; but, in reality, hugs the Man 
that is ſtriking at the very Foundation of his En ; 
EY een enn, 


- To 
and, if he goes on in his Folly, he may by and by 
have the Pleaſure to fee his Houſes ſtand unoccupied 
and rot, being uſeleſs and unfit for us; becauſe, if 
we cannot be redreſſed, our beſt and moſt advanta- 
geous Reſolution will be, all to turn Hawkers, as 
many of our Brother Retalers have already done. 

Obje&ion. Theſe great Traders among them, 
doublleſs,, have Licenſes, and, as they are Men of 
Subſtance, and are eaſily found, why don't you ſue them 
at Common Law? ſeeing the At for Licenſing them 
expreſly ſays, ** He that hawks contrary to his Li- 
„ cenſe forfeits 12 J. and his wy in Cities, 
where his Licenſe doth not tolerate, may be conſtrued 
hawking contrary to Licenſe, and ſuch an Action for 12 1, 
may hold to Bail. Anſwer : Whether ſuch an Action 
will hold to Bail I know not, and whether his Hawk- 
ing in Cities will be conſtrued according to the Ob- 
jection, is to us very uncertain ; and it will coſt us 
much Money and Pains to try it : But the greateſt 
Misfortune we lie under in this Caſe is, that the very 
Act itſelf is deficient in that Point; becauſe it doth 
not mention or give Power to ſue by Bill, Plaint, or 
Information, Sc. as is uſual in other Acts, to reco- 
ver the Penalties. And I have been often told on this 
Head by able Lawyers, that this Act, in this reſpect, 
is an Act and no AR, is like a Body without Limbs, 
or Limbs without Sinews. From whence *tis plain, 
the ſaid Hawkers, knowing the Weakneſs in the ſaid 
Act, preſume thus to. invade our ſaid Right: For, 
were it not for this, I acknowledge, we might then 
againſt ſuch eaſily protect ourſelves at Common Law; 
bur, as it now ſtands, we cannot poſſibly do it in any 
practicable Manner; and, for that Reaſon, we are 
obliged to center all our Truft only upon the Act 
of Common- Council in 1694. From whence I con- 
ceive, if our Governors of this City would but take 
our Caſe under their Conſideration, and would in 
their own Names apply to Parhament, to pray in our 
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Steads to have the ſaid Act ſtrengthened in that Point, 
with the uſual! Power to ſue by Bill, Plaint, or In- 
formation, Cc. and a ſingle Clauſe added, ſetting 
forth, that every Perſon that ſhall hawk without, or 
contrary to, his Licenſe, Sc. ſhall be deemed a Va- 
gabond, and puniſhed as ſuch, according to the ſeem- 
ing original Intent and Meaning of the Legiſlature 
in the before-mentioned Acts ; then there would be 
an End of all this Complaint, and we ſhould be re- 
inſtated and certified in the Enjoyment of our ſaid 
ancient Rights and moſt vital Privilege : And cer- 
tainly our Magiſtrates are the moſt proper Per- 
ſons to apply to Parliament in this Point ; becauſe 
they can beſt demonſtrate it to the Houſe, and may 
have greater Weight there than we. 5 
Object ion. That the Hawkers are very uſeful and 
of Advantage to the Publick, by being inſtruniental 
in the Diſpoſal and Sale of Abundance of Wares and 
Merchandize, both damaged and found, which perad- 
venture Touid not elſe be diſpoſed of. Anſwer : If the 
Objector means, that he is ſuch in Villages, &c, with- 
in his own preſcribed Limits, and he trades honeſtly, 
vending damaged or conterfeit Goods as ſuch, and 
ſound as ſound, and takes a fair and honeſt Profit, 
and don't impoſe on the Ignorant, then I heartily ac- 
quieſce with the Objector; but if he means, that the 
Hawkers ſhall be unlimited as aforeſaid, to enter Ci- 
ties, Corporations, &c. where he is ſtrictly forbid; then 
I deny it : Becauſe he renders the Shops in a great 
meaſure uſeleſs ; for whoever is minded to buy da- 
maged Goods, Sc. may have them of Shop-keepers 
as ſuch at an Under-price ; and the Buyer, if he is 
cheated, has an Opportunity of a Remedy againſt the 
Shop-keeper, but don't know, in that Caſe, where to 
find the Hawker: And, I preſume, the Objector will 
allow, no Perſon ought to be cheated, which at pre- 
ſent is the Practice of many Hawkers, as Thou- 
ſands of Witneſſes may be found to atteſt ; choughe 
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J allow; if there be no ſuch Cheats ſuffered, ſome of 
the Wholeſale Traders muſt lower their Sails, and not 
carry their Heads ſo high: Alſo, that the Body of 
Fews muſt be more liberal in their Contributions to 
ſupport their Poor, which, at preſent, by the ſaid 
Hawkings, are a Burthen upon us. From all which 
it follows, that the ſaid damaged or counterfeit Goods 
may be vended, and the Wholeſale Trader eaſed of 
them; though, indeed, not ſo much to their Profit. 

Object ion. Though you have proved the Hawkers 
have no Right to hawk in Cities and Corporations, wet 
you add an &c. What do you mean by the ſaid Es ? 
Anſwer: I mean the utmoſt Bounds of the Limits 
that were ſet by the Legiſlature, in the forming of the 
ſaid Act for licenſing Hawkers, the ſame as is am- 


ply found in that and other Acts relating thereunto, 


viz, Market. towns are alfo excepted, unleſs on Mar- 
ket · days in Market places; which exactly tallies in 
the ſame reſpect with the Liberties allowed in Cities 
and Corporations, viz. at publick Fairs and Markets, 
legally ſettled or proclaimed for publick Sale of ſuch 
and ſuch Commodities, for ſo many Hours or Days, 
during which Time, within ſuch limited Places, Fo- 
reigners and the Hawkers may enter, take their Stands, 
and fell their Goods, This, I apprehend; was the 


original Intent and Meaning of the Legiſlature 3 and 
that at other Times the Hawkers ſhould be authori- 


zed to trade in Villages, where the Shops are but few 
and ſmall, not fully ſtored with every neceffary Com- 
modity to ſupply the Neighbourhood 3 and herein 
the Legiſlature acted very wiſely, by providing a 
Maintenance for the Hawker, and a Market at the 
Door of every Villager, and an Encouragement to 


the Uſe and Conſumption of Wares and Merchan- 


dizes ; and herein the Hawker is uſeful and advanta- 
geous to the Publick : But when he exceeds theſe pru- 
dent Limits, when he enters Cities, Corporations, &c. 
he is not neceſſary, but hurtful ; becauſe every City. 
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Fc. is apparently crouded with Shops and all Man- 
ner of Commodities, in great Plenty, where every 
Inhabitant, every Perſon that is therein, may eaſily 
and with Pleaſure furniſh himſelf, And the ſame Ar- 
guments will hold as to the Liberties of Cities: As 
for Inſtance, the City and Liberty of Weſtminſter ; 
*tis well known, the ſaid Liberties are equal, if not 
ſuperior to moſt Corporations and Market-towns in 
the Nation; that the Shops there are equally crouded, 
as well ſtored ; and that the Inhabitants have the ſame 
Opportunity to ſupply themſelves ; yet the Hawkers 

there carry on their Trades unmoleſted, as fully as if 
they. were particularly authorized ſo to do : But, *tis 
my Opinion, the Legiſlature never intended it; and 
*tis likely, if the ſaid recited Act was but ſtrengthened 
and invigorated as aforeſaid, the Houſe-holders and 
Shop-keepers there would be protected againſt them; 
for, I dare venture to ſay, no Man can produce any 
ſufficient Reaſon, why they ſhould not; and certain- 
ly they will be conſidered not to be inferior to a Mar- 
ket-town. | JF 
Objection. If the Shop-keepers ſhould gain a to- 
tal Proteftion as aforeſaid, then they might impoſe 

upon the Publick, by jelling at very high Rates, if 
not extortioning | Profits, Anſwer: This is a Sup- 
poſition entirely groundleſs, and even from their 
long paſt, and preſent Practice 'tis manifeſtly ſeen 
to the contrary ; for, inſtead of that, they are con- 
tinually veiwing to the utmoſt to underſell one ano- 
ther; nay, the Publick Papers are a ſufficient Wit- 
neſs againſt it, it being well known, there are, al- 
molt in every particular Trade, ſundry Under-ſellers, 
and ſome that would not ſcruple to ruin the whole 
Fraternity to enrich themſelves; for, they advertiſe 
their Goods at ſucli low Profits, that, they themſelves 
know, if all the reſt of their Brethren were to do the 
like, the Profits upon the whole Conſumption wogd 
not half maintain the Families that are employed in 
XY | | =" 
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the ſaid Trades, and that the certain Conſequence 
would be all their Ruins: But, not to build my An- 
ſwer to the Objection wholly upon theſe baſe Sacri- 
ficers, theſe publick Enemies, which every prudent 
and generous Man muſt deſpiſe and abhor, and juſtly 
rank them among the known and ſuſpected Smug- 
glers, Scoundrels, and Cheats of the Age, according 
to the good old Proverb, Honeſty is the beſt Policy, 
which wants little or no Demonſtration 3 becauſe a 
Man cannot- more hurt himſelf, than by taking an 
exorbitant Profit; for, herein his Avarice would ruin 
him ; and that he ought with Induſtry and Frugality 
to live by his Buſineſs, I preſume, all Men will al- 
low : Let this then be the Rule, the ſtanding Maxim, 


and then the Publick will be honeſtly ſerved, and the 


fair Dealer encouraged, and herein the Objector may 
reaſonably reſt the Cafe 'till Experience proves the 
contrary, which, I think, at- preſent there is no Dan- 
ger of. — A * 5 ES 
Object ion. If the Hawkers ſhorld be wholly Regi 
within their intended Limits, they would nct take 
out ſo many Licenſes, and then the Government woulda 
loſe Part of their Revenue. Anſwer : This is caſt- 
ing a very impudent Sneer upon the Government, as 
ſuppoſing they would prefer a thouſand Pounds or 
two per Annum to the general Good and Encourage» 
ment of the publick Retale Traders aforeſaid, who, 
cis well known, in other Shapes pay a hundred Times 
as much: But, for Argument fake, ſuppoſe I grant 
it (which God forbid ſhould be true) in that Caſe J 
pray the Government would make ſtrict Enquiry into 

the Nature of the faid Hawkers Trading; efpeciall 
within the Bills of Mortality; and, I am ſatisfied, 
they will find them ſuch Venders of unaccuſtomed 
and prohibited Goods, that, for every Shilling they 
receive for the ſaid Licenſes, they loſe Eightcen-pence 
they ought to- receive for Duty ; and further I pray 
the Government would conſider, that, though the 
2 (Quota 
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Quota for the Land- tax, on the Fall of Rents, and 
unoccupied Houſes, hath been for ſome Time paſt 
made good by an additional Burthen upon us, the ſur- 
viving Inhabitants of this City; yet, if the ſaid 
Hawkings are countenanced, it may very probably 
end in the Ruin of us all; and pray, from whence 
then muſt the ſaid Quota be made good? and farther, 
to remove every Objection on that Head, I- propoſe 
an Equivalent, and ſubmit it to the Judgment both 
of the Government and of every fair and honeſt Tra- 
der, and doubt not but it will be accepted by the Ge- 
nerality, viz, Lay a round Duty on every publick 
Adveriifer for Sale of Goods, with the Prices fixed 
in their Advertiſements z and, if that be ſtill found 
deficient, lay another Duty on publick Auctions. 
Theſe, I preſume, may treble the aforeſaid Deficiency. 
Objection, , f the AF for Licenſing is ſo weak, 
that you cannot recover the Renalty of 121. for want 
of the Clauſe to ſue by Bill, Plaint, or Information, 
Kc. Hew is it then that the Citizens of Briſtol pro- 
zect themſelves, ſeeing the ſame Law is equal to you 
both? Anſwer: To give a certain Proof of this I 
refer to the Citizens of Briſtol; I can ſay no more 
than from Report, for I was never there in Perſon ; 
and I told you before I was only creditably informed 
ſo, But I have this to ſay farther, from the ſame 
Credit, that they have either a Law or Cuſtom there, 
that every Perſon taking up his Freedom depofites one 
Shilling towards railing a ſufficient Sum to protect 
their ſaid Right, and that by theſe Depoſits they 
have a yery large Sum, and are thereby capable to 
carry on the Proceſs to the utmoſt Extremity of Law; 
and. the Hawkers and Foreigners knowing this are 
afraid to invade them, But we, in this City, have 
no ſuch Law or Cuſtom, nor can have, unleſs our 
Governors. would encourage it; and, for want of 
that, no fipgle Man, nor even a Seb of Men, can be 
t dutkidy oat cob 57 ound, 
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found, to run the riſque of ſuch a troubleſome and ex- 
penſive Suit; and therefore we are at preſent obliged 
to center all our Truſt upon the Act of Common 


Council in 1694, and *tis for the Miſconſtruction of 


our Magiſtrates thereon, or the wilful Neglect of the. 
Court therein, I exhibit this Complaint in them. 

Objection. F the Hawkers are prevented from 
Hawking out of their Limits, ſome of the Wholeſale 
Traders would loſe the beſt Part of their Buſineſs ;, and 
why ſhould not the Wholeſale-man be encouraged as 
well as the Retaler? Anſwer : Becauſe the WW boleſale- 
men are not Freemen, they may dwell and trade in 
the City without being obliged to be Citizens, and 
are therefore _—_—_ from the Duties, Fi N and 
Expences as ſuch. | 

Objection. That many of the Wholeſale Men are 
free, and deal both by Wheltſals and Retale, and 
yet the beſt Part of their Profits ariſes from furniſh- 
ing the ſaid Hawkers , and, lis well known, ſome 
of theſe have gotten Eſtates thereby, and ſurely theſe are 
to be commended. Anſwer : I think you will put theſe 
very Wholeſale Retale Traders among the Number of 
the Fools of the Age ; and I challenge them to de- 
monſtrate, in this Point, that they act like wiſe Men; 
if not, they ought to be ranked amongſt the com- 
mon Sacrificers of 'Trade, 'and the publick Enemies 
of the City : Becauſe, the very Eſtates 'they have 
gotten thereby hath been the Cauſe of the Ruin of 
ſome Hundreds, if not of Thouſands of their Brother 
Citizens: So that, inſtead of thejr being commended, 
they ought to be deſpiſed ; for it is obvious to every 
Man of Senſe, that, if they would confine themſelves 
within the Rules of Honour, they would not ſuffer as 
objected: Tho? they loſe the ſaid Hawkers Cuſtom, 
they may reaſonably expect to have larger, and more 
frequent Orders from the Retalers, who would then 
doubtleſs yend greater Quantities, and themſelves alſo 
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in their retale Branch; and in the End both will reap 
equal Advantage. 
Objection. The ſaid wholeſale Freeman, when he 
Furuiſbes the ſaid Hawkers, may apprebend they do not 
exceed their Limits; but may actually vend their Goods 
in Villages, &c. and he would be eſteemed a fooliſh 
Man, if be refujed to furniſh his Cuſtomers, Anſwer : 
I allow the Objector has good Argument in this Ob- 
jection; and that, if his Apprehenſion is ſuch, (ho- 
neſtly ſuch) the wholeſale Freeman would then be 
to blame, to refuſe to furniſh them; and I com- 
mend him in doing it: But when he furniſhes 


Hundreds in a Day, and perhaps every Hour in the 


Day, and every Time he walks the Streets, or fre- 
quents the Coffee-houſes, ſees his own aforeſaid Cuſto- 
mers, vending the ſaid Goods in the Streets and pub- 
lick Houſes, I preſume he can't honeſtly apprehend to 
the contrary ; and farther, when the ſaid Hawker is 
taken up, in order to have the Laws executed againſt 
him, and this ſame wholeſale Trader publickly ap- 
pears, either in Perſon, or -by a — Friend, to 
pray him off, or privately influence the Magiſtrates 
to flag in their Duty; I hope, in this Caſe, the ſaid 
wholeſale Freemen may then juſtly be ranked among 
the Enemies of the City: And *tis in theſe Caſes only 
I would be thought to charge them, as being wilfully 
inſtrumental to the ſaid Grievance, and Encouragers 
of it to the utmoſt of their Pwer. 
But if you diſcourſe with our Wholeſale-men, or 
any of the Encouragers of illegal hawking never fo 
long, or till they can bring no Arguments to vindi- 
cate it, they generally have recourſe to this Ob- 
jection, which they put with ſo much Boldneſs and 
Aſſurance, as if it were not to be anſwered; viz. 
Trade (ſay they) is a ſacred and volatile Thing ; it 
is the Life and Support of all Conſtitutions ; every Man 
bas a natural Right freely to exerciſe it, it ought ta know 
no Curb; it ought to be open and free as Air. Anſwer ; 
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Whether it be ſacred I refer to the Clergy ; for perhaps 
the Objectors may mean, it behoves them to prove 
their Function no Trade, as oppoſed by 9zakers : 
Whether it be volatile I refer to the Phyſicians and 


Chemiſts, who are deeply concerned in its Profits, 


and are invaded by 2Qyacks : Whether every Man has 
a natural Right freely to exerciſe it, I refer to the Law- 


yers, who have ſuffered by Petty-foggers : But that it 


ought to know no Curb, I take upon me to deny; 
and, in plain Terms, to tax the Objections of pub- 
liſhing a Doctrine that is pernicious, and would, if 
regarded, unhinge and deſtroy all Government and Po- 
lity : For, I preſume, by no Curb, he means, every 
Man may deal in what he will, and may ſell where he 
will, without any Reſtrictions or Limits. As for In- 
ſtance, the Exchange might be filled with Hawkers, 
as well as the Coffee houſes ; St. Fames's Park, and 
the Courts of the Palace the ſame : A Butcher might 
take a Stall at Bear- tey; a Corn- factor fix his Stand 
in Palace- yard; a Graſier may ſtand with his Cattle at 
Mbitehall; and Gameſters ſet up their Tables in 
Smithfield, In ſhort, every Man may do as he 
leaſes, according to his own particular Humour ; 
whereby all publick Markets would be confounded, 
there would be an End of all Cities and Franchiſes, 
no need for any more Lord-Mayors, no Prohibitions 
of foreign Commodities, no Interruption from owling 
our Wool: In ſhort, there is nothing, never ſo 
hurtful or deſtructive to our Conſtitution, but what 
may be juſtified by this bold and inſolent Aſſertion; 
nay farther, as he repeats it in other Words; viz. I. 
ought to be open and free as Air, he muſt mean to ex- 
tend it all over the univerſal Globe; for, as Air is a 
univerſal Principal, and as every Man has the free 
Benefit of it to breath where-ever he goes or ſtands, 
even ſo, ſays the Objector, ought to be his Trade. 
But, I think, it may be eaſily demonſtrated, that 
from this Notion, this boundleſs Aſſertion of his, 
3 | | have 
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have proceeded the greateſt Calamities, Misfortiines, ' 
and Unhappinels, that has happened - amongſt Man- 
kind. Hence the Spaniard might be moved to de- 
populate and enſlave the Natives of America; and the 
Pope might from hence applaud. the ſaid Action, and 
give it the Sanction of juſt. Hence other Nations may 
be ſuppoſed to diſinvolve themſelves from Part of 
the Guilt, by taking and ſharing a Part of their Poſ- 
ſeſſions. Hence the ſeveral Nations may as boldly juſti- 
fy their Breach of Contracts, by aiding or ſuffering 4 
contraband Trade; and hence all private Merchants „I. 
throughout the whole World, may, with as much Rea- 1 
ſon, juſtify their illicit Trade. In ſhort, to compre- 
hend the whole Evil that hath enſued from this wild 
Notion among Mankind, from hence may be imputed 
the Riſe and Ground of the Differences between Na- 
tion and Nation; and the Occaſion of the preſent, 
and ſome former Wars; and there is ample Room, 
from the Abſurdity, the Inconſiſtency, and fatal Con- 
ſequences that would accrue from this Notion, to fill a 
Volume of conſiderable Bulk, to enumerate the { 
Multitude of Evils wherewith it would be attended in 5 
regard to Mankind. | 
But, to reaſon a little from the Incoherency of their 
own Words, and ſee the jarring Conſequences, viz. 
Trade is the Life and Support of all Conſtitutions ; thele 
are the Objector's own Words, but how they came to | 
include them I cannot apprehend, unleſs they be deem- | 
ed to be uttered by rote, juſt as Parrots prattle with- R 
out any ſenſible Intention: This is, in my Opinion, 
an utter Contradiction to themſelves; for, if Trade 
ought to know no Curb, if it ought to be open and free as 
Air, pray where are your Conſtitutions? All King- 
doms, all Cities, and Corporations are rejected as a 
ſuch, as appears above; becauſe, as they ſay, every \ 
Perſon throughout the whole World has a natural 1 
Rigbt to enter and trade in them: So that, according 
to the whole Scope of the Objection, there is but one 
Conſtitution 


4 


Conſtitution in the World in reſpect to Trade; and 
if ſo, then every Citizen that has, by his own Act, 
ſubjected himſelf to the Duties, Fines, and Expences, 
to ſupport himſelf as ſuch, has imprudently involved 
himſelf into an expenſive Slavery, inſtead of an ad- 


vantageous Privilege. But this, I preſume, no wiſe 
Man will allow; and therefore, the Objectors, not- 


withſtanding their Boldneſs, their audacious Aſſurance 
in putting the ſaid Objection, I ſubmit to you my 
Brother - Citizens, whether they ought not to be accu- 


ſed by the thinking Part of Mankind, as ſo many falſe 


Brethren, Enemies to this City in particular, and to 


the Publick in general ? and whether they ought here- 


in to be countenanced or encouraged in any reſpect 
whatſoever ? | 1 8 68 | | 
Thus, my Fellow-Citizens, Inhabitants, Shop- 
keepers, Retalers, Sc. I think I have demonſtrated, 
againſt the ſtrongeſt Objections I ever heard; or could 
conceive, that we are intitled to the whole Retale 
Trade of this City; (except as is excepted) that. tis 
the Duty of our Magiſtraces to the utmoſt of their 
Power to protect us therein; that ſome of them have 
Aagged in their ſaid Duty; that the Court of Alder- 
men, as a Body, allo forbear to exert themſelves in 
our Defence, notwithſtanding we have prayed their 
Aſſiſtance in the moſt humble Manner; and that we 
have done all that in us lies to gain Redreſs; the 
Whole of which I ſubmit to your Judgment, not 


doubting but you will join at this Juncture to put the 


former Queſtions to all Candidates, and demand their 
poſitive Anſwer to them; that you will be ſo juſt 


to yourſelves and Poſterity, to ele& the Men who 


give you the beſt Affurances, and are the moſt capa- 
ble to perform their Promiſes ; and that you with me 
will reſent the Uſage we have met with from the pre- 
ſent negligent or wilful Oppoſers : For, if, after all 
this, we will yet give our Votes for ſuch as theſe, we 
ſhall have no Body to blame bur ourſelves ; and how 
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can we, with any Face, for the future, complain a- 
gainſt Hawking in this City, if we eſpouſe the In- 

tereſt of ſuch a Man as this? 
But, methinks, I hear ſome of my Brother Retalers, 
who are prejudiced in his Favour, muttering this Ob- 
_ jection, viz. Pyſſibly you may have conceived a worſe 
Opinion of him than in reality he deſerves ; he may have 
inadvertently ſlipped into the aforeſaid Errors, or might 
have had many weighty Matters of much more Moment 
n him at thoſe Times, which might oblige him to 
neglett this Affair: And, as he bath attached himſelf 
ftriftly to our Intereſt in great Concerns, we oupht to 
forgive him in this ſmaller, and, perhaps, if it were to 
do again, and he had the Aﬀair before him, he might 
exert himſelf herein. To all which I anſwer : When we 
firſt applied to him, in his Mayoralty, for a Hearing 
againſt the four Hawkers we took up as aforeſaid, the 
firſt Disfavour he ſhewed us was this, to make us 
-wait at leaſt four Hours before he came into the Chair, 
though we acquainted his Clerk of the Caſe, and he 
himſelf was all the while in his private Apartment; 
(during which Time ſeveral great eus, and others, 
were ſeen to be admitted to him, for what End I 
leave the Reader to judge) and, though it was the 
Summer Seaſon, it was Candle-light before he took his 
Chair, which was unuſual on other Occaſions ;- and 
then: point-blank told us as aforeſaid, Hawkers with- 
out Licenſes had a Right to hawk in the City, but 
not out of it which was a. Proof to me, he mult have 
conſidered the Affair before the Hearing: And, when 
he found us ſo well prepared with the ſeveral: Laws 
as aforeſaid, and that he could not brow- beat us 
out of our Complaint, he became a Requeſter in 
Pavour of the ſaid Hawkers, and led us on Step by 
Step as aforeſaid very deliberately, till he ſet us 
down with his Refuſal to act for the future upon his 
own: Conſtruction on the Act of Q. Ann as aforeſaid, 
on which, according to his own Words, he had taken 
29 Fi Pe: a 
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2 great deal of Pains, either to protect us, or to de- 
fend the Hawkers ; and fo quite through- ſtitch to his 
Refuſal to move the Houſe as aforeſaid ; during which 
Time, which was the beſt Part of a Year, certainly he 
had ſome Leiſure : From all which, I think, I may ra- 
tionally conſtrue, that he might have found ſome Op- 
portunity to have aſſiſted us, if it had been the De- 
fire of his Heart, and, I am fatisfied, no unbiaſſed 
Man will difallow of this Conſtruction; and, if ſo, 
then his Oppoſition was either the Effect of private 


Tampering, or voluntarily againſt us, and was not an 


inadvertent Slip or Error of his Judgment. And, as 
to his great Attachment to our Intereſt in Matters of 
greater Moment, I confeſs, I am a Stranger to them; 
and refer it to thoſe that know him better, and ſhould 
be "obliged to any one to ſhew wherein our Intereſt as 
Citizens is ſo much concerned as in this Point. And, as 
to the Probability of his ſtil] doing it at his Leiſure, 


he himſelf is the beſt Judge; he knows of our Com- 


plaint, he muſt alſo know *tis juſt; he is a Member 
of the Court of Aldermen, he is one of our preſent 
Members of Parliament; and, if he really doth re- 
pent the Uſage he has given us, let him now exert: 
himſelf, let him in this preſent Seſſions do his utmoſt 
to redreſs us, let the Court of Aldermen alſo join 
therein, let him demonſtrate his Amendment by now 
doing his Duty; and, when I ſee his ſincere Repen- 


| tance, I thank God I am ſo much of a Chriſtian, 


that I can forgive him: But, unleſs he do this, doth he 
not remain guilty of a Breach of Promiſe and Duty, 
and: unworthy of every Retaler's Vote ? - £21686 
Methinks, I hear ſtill a ſecret Whiſper among 
ſome of the Retalers, viz. I ſhould be glad to have a 
wiſe, honeſt, courageous Man, and am willing to ſhew 
my Reſentment againſt this, and all ſuch as this : But, 
he bath great Intereſt amongſt many of my beſt Cuſto- 
mers; and, I fear, if 1 don't give my Voice for him, 
T all diſoblige them, * perbaps loſe their Cuſtom: 
b 2 


and, 
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ot 


and; I am perſuaded, this would even ſtagger your own 
Reſolution. Aniwer : This is talking like Cowards, 


and not like free-born Engliſhmen ; it favours very 
rankly upon Slavery, and, I hope, there are but a 
few ſuch poor Wretches amongſt us ; they are of all 
Men the moſt unworthy to have a Vote to give; 
they are entire Givers-up of their own Underſtand- 
ings; *tis, in ſhort, to take a Bribe in a ſubtile Man- 
ner; and I ſhould think it the greateſt Diſhonour 
imaginable to be of their Number: No, if I know 
myſelf, I would ſhew my utter Deteſtation to ſuch: a 
mean Practice; if I had but twenty Cuſtomers in the 
World, and nineteen of them were in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner to threaten never more to deal with me, un- 
leſs I give my Vote for this Man, without Repen- 
tance as aforeſaid, I would, for the Honour of my 


Country, the Intereſt of my City, boldly pee and 


give my Vote againſt him, 

Thus, Gentlemen, ye to whom theſe Sheets are Gn- 
cently addreſſed, ye that ſhall be nominated or offer 
yourſelves as Candidates at the next general Election 
for Repreſentatives in Parliament, I intreat your ſe- 
rious Peruſal, and, I hope, you will think our : Caſe 
worthy your Attention 3 and that ſuch of you whom 
we ſhall inveſt with Power, will exert yourſelves to 
influence the Parliament to grant us a neceſſary Re- 
lief, and fully to aſcertain us in the Enjoyment of our 
ſaid juſt and moſt vital Privilege. And, my Fel- 
low Citizens, I alſo entreat, that you will mind your 
own proper Buſineſs, and not ſuffer yourſelves to be 
led into Error, by cünning Men and ſubtile Arti- 
fces, about foreign Enemies; nor to ſhew ſuch Dif- 


like to the wiſe Adminiſtration we live under, nor, in 


particular, to decry and declaim the Convention, as a 
hurtful and ignoble Scheme, Which I challenge one 
in a thouſand, in his on Knowledge, to demonſtrate. 
Rut let us mind our known Enemies at home, viz. 
the Hawkers and their ny who have already. 

e _ ruined 
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ruined many of our Brethren, and, in Time, if not 
Oppoſed, may alſo ruin the reſt of us. What I have 
herein wrote is Truth, either to my own Knowledge, 
or from creditable Report; and if the Main of it 
ſnould be conteſted, if the Court of Aldermen can 
deny their. publiſhing, in or about the Year 1725, 
the 500: Sheets, containing the Act of Common-Coun- 
cil in 1694, as Law; or, if they can deny our laſt 
Petition, which is now more than two Years and a 
half ago; or can deny the Anſwer they gave us as 
aforeſaid ; then, and in that Caſe, whenever ſuch De- 
nial publickly appears, I promiſe to ſhew-myſelf, and 
bring ſufficient Witneſs to prove the ſame, whatever 
the - Conſequence to me may be; or elſe lie under 
the odious Character of a notorious and wilful Lyer, 
on ſubmit to be puniſhed. for falſly aſperſing the faid 
out. * 95 e 2 oh 
© Objection. Your Complaint is exhibited in a very 
unbandſome and unbecoming Stile, you ought to be taught 
better Manners, than thus abruptly to accuſe the ho- 
nourable Court of Aldermen ; lis your Duty to ſubmit 
to the Fudgment of your Superiors, and to addreſs your 
Complaint with the Reverence due to their high Stations, 
and a more decent Reſpett would better become you. 
Anſwer : I love Plain- dealing; I would not willing-- 
ly accuſe the Innocent and truly Honourable; neither 
would J on the other Hand daub, fawn, or flatter the 
Unworthy. Whenever the Court ſhall publickly ap- 
to vindicate our ſaid invaded Right, and nobly 

do their Duty, then I ſhall eſteem them worthy of 
all Honour according to the Objection: But, until 
they do that, the Faulty among them, (who J ſup- 
poſe are the Majority, elſe our Friends might have 
prevented the Delay of publiſhing the Order as afore- 
ſaid) I conſider as Perſons unworthy of Homage. 
And, as to their great Judgment and Superiority, 
when I reflect back to the other Day, when they were 
plain Citizens, ſuch as ſome of us; and that the Ho- 
E00... ⁰ nour 
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nour they have, they were inveſted with by our own 
Acts, on their ſpecious Pretences and Promiſes as a- 
foreſaid, I thin they are in that reſpect no more than 
Creatures of our own Making, whom to worſhip 
in their Errors, would be a Sort of wilful Idolatry ; and 
would render us, in regard to Senſe and Underſtand- 
ing, little or nothing preferable: to Idiots, or ſuper- 
ſtitious Fools; and, as to a more reverend Addreſs 
J refer to our aforeſaid Petitions already preſent- 
ed, wherein, I am fure, if they will but re-examine, 
they will find-we have dandeled the Doll of Sub- 
miſſion in all the humble Manner that is becom- 
ing us: So that, in ſnort, we have done our Duty to 
the utmoſt, and they, as a Body, have left us to this 
laſt Shift to ſeek Redreſs, which, if there were any 


Poſſibility to obtain any other Way, I ſhould much 


rather attempt it, than to take this Method; which, 
as the Caſe now ſtands, at this fuitable Juncture, I 
judge to be both commendable and feaſible. 
Thus, my Fellow-Citizens, Shop-keepers, Reta- 
lers, Fe. I think I have ſaid enough, to put you up- 
on an Enquiry after Perſons of Merit, and to raiſe 
your Deteſtation —— Deceivers and vain Boaſters: 
For, you may obſerve, the ſame Bait is to this Day 
advertiſed, with the utmoſt Applauſe, and in Honour 
to and by our ſaid Oppoſer, which, for my Part, I 
am aſtoniſhed at him to. ſuffer or offer; eſpecially, 
conſidering the Uſage he knows he hath ſhewn to- 
wards us and our faid invaded Right: But, what is 
it fome Men will not do to carry their Point? But 
at preſent it lies in our Power to prevent this; be- 
cauſe, as is obvious, the Retale Livery-men of this 
City are by far the major Part of the Voters: There- 
fore let us not fear to exert ourſelves, in our own juſt 
and neceſſary Defence ; now, let us do our own Parts, 
our own Duties, by ſtrenuouſly oppoſing; ſuch a Man 
as this, or elſe never more pretend to open our Mouths, - 
or complain of any Hardſhip or Oppreſſion that _ . 
* hereafter 


_ "Emi 

hereafter befal us. Conſider, if you will now ſell your 
Vote, or give or omit it by Direction of your Cuf- 
tomers, d in reality do the very Thing againſt 
which you complain and condemn in others. Fake 
care you are not juggled out of your Senſes, in re- 
gard to Parties, by cunning deſigning Men, who en- 
deavour to lead us like Fools into Error to our own 
Undoing; and laugh in their Sleeves at our Stupi- 
dity. And farther let me intreat you to avoid receiv- 
ing any Treats, any delicate Dinners or Suppers z 
partake of no jovial Bowls, for the ſake of your Votes; 
remember thele are little Bribes; *tis all dirty Work 
and the Giver of them cannot, in Strictneſs of Ho- 
nour and Juſtice, be ſuppoſed to be totally void of 
all diſhoneſt Defigns ; unleſs he, at the ſame Time, 
ſuppoſes you Objects of Charity, and that you, the 
very Perſons, whom he is to repreſent, are uncapable 
to chuſe for yourſelves, or are a Parcel of ſtupid 
Wretches, unworthy any Note or Protection. To ſes 
a Parcel of wealthy Citizens got together with their 
beſt Bibs and Gorgets, their Wigs bepowdered, and 
their graveſt Faces put on, as if they were met to con- 
ſummate ſome mighty wiſe and laudable Ceremony 3 
when forſooth they are only met to partake of a 
Treat, and drink themſelves out of the little Senſe 
they have left, for the ſake of their Vote, at the Can- 
didates Expence; at the ſame Time loudly crying 
out againſt Bribery and Corruption in the State, ſure- 
ly ſhews the prodigious Depravity of the Age, and 
that there is. nothing more prevalent than monſtrous 
Stupidity, with a Meanneſs and Poorneſs of Spirit; 
fuch as, if found among the vileſt or moſt vulgar, 
would be univerſally deſpiſed and condemned. One 
would think theſe poor Tools are either ſo avaritious, 
or low in the Pocket, that they won't or can't afford 
to allow themſelves. half a Dozen good Dinners or 
Suppers in ſeven Years. Time. Ah, poor Wretches 

indeed |. 
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Indeed ! They can plead no better Excuſe than abject 
Poverty, occaſioned by illegal Hawkings. 

Objection. Such Meetings are neceſſary and uſeful ; 
for without them we could neither promote the Election 
of Men of Merit, nor have ſufficient Opportunity to ex- 
amine or fathom the Abilities of the Candidates ; and 
ſuch Meetings muſt conſequentlybe attended with Expences ; 


and if the Candidates do pay the Charges, *tis but 4 


Trifle, which they are too much of Gentlemen to refuſe 
to eſquire us withal, and it does not deſerve the Name 
of a Bribe, Anſwer : Iallow all the Advantages of 
ſuch Meetings, as fully as the Objector can alledge or 


deſire, and would attend them at Times when the Can- 


didates are preſent ; but, according to the preſent 
Practice and Behaviour of ſuch Meeters, there is no- 
thing ſo much neglected, as the Search after Merit 
and laudable Abilities; *tis frequently ſeen to the con- 
trary; the principal Buſineſs is to gorge and drink; 
inſtead of employing the Time in the Manner pre- 
tended, the greateſt Part, after the accuſtomed Healths; 
is ſpent in Singing; the general Enquiry is after the beſt 


Voices, and in the End center and conclude in the moſt 


obſcene and vulgar Songs and Drunkenneſs, ſcanda- 
lous to the whole Company. Again, tis the frequent 
Cuſtom for the Candidates, or their Abettors, to de- 
poſit, at moſt if not all the publick Houſes, Money 
to be ſo expended, and where they can't be ſuppoſed 
to attend. Now that all this is Bribery, 1n the loweſt 


and moſt vulgar Senſe that can be, I aver, and de- 


ny the contrary, in Strictneſs of Juſtice and Honour, 
againſt any that ſhall conteſt it. 

Well then, my Fellow-Citizens, &c. Let us meet; 
let us conſult like Men, and not like Beaſts, nay, 


worſe than Beaſts ; let us ſearch for Men of Virtue, 
let us enquire after Men of Integrity; and, when we 


have found them, (if any muſt be treated, let it be theſe 
Candidates) let us pay our own Expences; let us 
chuſe Men without any other Obligations than known 

| Vir tue, 
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Virtue, known Worth and Abilities, or that appear 
ſuch, under the moſt judicious Search and Enquiry, 
we are able ſoberly to make; and then, if ever, we 
may expect to be well govern'd, well repreſented, 
and perfectly protected in all our juſt Rights and Pri- 
vileges, but not till then. | 

Therefore, my Fellow-Citizens, Sc. ſuffer me to 
repeat, let me again earneſtly requeſt of you, not to ac- 
cept or encourage any ſuch vile and mean- ſpirited Prac- 
tices. Conſider yourſelves above ſuch pittiful, paultry 
Deluſions; and, if there be any of our Brethren that 
you know to be tardy, in this reſpect, endeavour to 
convert him, and, if poſſible, inſtil better Notions 
into him: But, if it ſhould happen, notwithſtand- 
ing all Endeavours, ſome remain obdurate, and un- 
reclaimable, let us hereafter mark them, and num- 
ber them among the falſe Brethren, among the Sons 
and Poſterity of Eſau, who fold his Birth right for 
a Meſs of Pottage. The Conſequence of which was 
to him, that, when he would fain have inherited the 
Bleſſing, he was rejected. | 

Objeftion. All Candidates have been fo long accuſtom- 
ed to treat, &c. and the Electors to receive them, that, 
if any now were to att the contrary, they would be 
ſare to lofe their Election; and an honeſt Man may, in 
Charity, be ſuppoſed to do it, in oppoſition to a diſhoneſt 
Man, and thereby prevent a greater Evil tothe Publick.. 
Anſwer: I dread, from the Practice of many among us, 
that the Objectors have the Truth of the Argyment.on 
their Sides, and, if ſo, then we are a, miſerable Crew 
indeed, we juſtly lie under an Accuſation the moſt 
mean and deſpicable in the World; and. unleſs we can 
be reclaimed, and rouſed out of. this drunken Le- 
thargy, this ſtupid, beaſtly Depravity, we are un- 
done. One would think the very mentioning. of it 
ſhould. give us ſuch Piſguſt againſt them, and their 
Treats too, as ſhould tor ever render them ine ffectual: 
Certainly, thoſe among us, that are capable to think 
and 


. 
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and reflect upon the natural and inevitable Conſe- 
uences of Things, muſt and will reſent ſuch Actions 
and Aſſertions as theſe, as ſo many inſolent Affronts 
upon their Underſtandings, and deteſt them where 
ever they meet them; becauſe he that byys, it muſt be 
ſuppoſed, intends to fell Well, but we want honeft 
Men, and an honeſt Man ſcorns to buy, *cis be- 
low his Honour and Dignity; his Truth and Fortune 
5 keep him independent, he never will ſubmit to dir- 
ty Work; he won't drive his Parks, nor fleece his 
Flocks : be ſcorns to drain his Cellars, or empty his 
Pocket to get into Power; but, if you will elect him free- 
ly, then freely and honourably he will ſerve you: So that, 
if you are minded to have ſuch Men, and it appears you 
will act in Oppoſition to the Objection, I doubt not 
but you will foon find enough of them; but, un- 
til this appear to be your Intentions, tis not likely 
they will be forward to ſtand ; becauſe, according to 
the Objection, they will only get their Labou for 
their Pains, and at Jaſt ſeverally return to their N 
cations, with this Reflection, I offered to ſerve a Set 
of Men, but I found the Majority of them Fools, 
| ” All this, in relation to us, may be gathered from 
the Purport of the Objection ; which, if falſe, is 
putting upon the Majority the moſt invidious Aﬀeront 
that Impudence and Slander can ſuggeſt ; it tells us, 
in Subſtance, that we prefer Vice before Virtue, that 
an honeſt Man, without Acts of Diſhoneſty, would 
be ſure to loſe the Election, and that we ſhould be 
"Slaves, were it not far the Charity of theſe Purcha- 
lers. Now, this Pretence of theirs muſt ariſe from 
the heretofore Receipt of Bribes, together with theſe 
mameful, drunken, paultry Bribes, which too much 
75 prevailed among ys, to the utter Diſgrace and 
Ignominy of the Guilty, From all which'ir reſults, 
that the original Seed, the Ground, the Source and 
Spring, and the Prevalency of the aforeſaid Evils, 


Saint which this * is exhibited, chiefly 
| lies 


abi- 


ſand Pounds, by making us 


ſme fly Whoreſon, ſome fanatical Puppy, an 


threatened, in the Manner contained in the Objection, 


"* 


LN. 
lies at the Doors of theſe covetous, bad-principled,. 


mean-ſpirited Wretches : Therefore, in order that we 
may be well repreſented, well protected, let every 


_ Elector throughout this City aſk himſelf theſe neceſ- 
ſary Queſtions ; Have I heretofore, been ſwayed a- 


gainſt my Judgment, either by Bribes, by Treats, 
or by the Requeſt of Cuſtomers, to give my Vote 
for this our avowed Enemy, or ſuch as he? Or am 1 
inclined ſtill to act the ſame Part over again? And 
he, that is convicted within himſelf, juſtly deſerves 
the Accuſation contained in the Objection, and he 
ought to be deprived for ever of any Right to vote; 
he cannot plead any juſt Pretence to be affronted, but 
remains full as guilty as the Giver. Therefore to 
ſum up the whole, and give the true Characters, both 
of the Influencers and the Influenced, I cannot think 
of any Terms more proper than theſe, viz. lurking. 
Underminers, or ſturdy Beggars. | El 
Laſily, The guilty Electors may be ſuppoſed to 
object, Your Pretence was at firſt an Eſſay on the A. 
buſes we receive from illegal Hawkers, and their Abet- 
tors, which we 9 and thought you meant well ; 
and therefore put up with your low, uncouth Way of 
Scribbling : But, What the Devil have you to do with 
Bribery ? *tis quite foreign to the Point; wwe find now 
you are a canting, uncharitable Dog, not worthy to be 
read. What, becauſe: an honeſt buff-bluff Gentleman, 
who perhaps has more Money than Mis (or a Friend of 
his, who furniſhes him therewith, *tis equal to us which) 
and who don't value ſquandering away five or ten Thou 
Breſenis, and treating us 
like Sons of Kings, and joining with us, Hail Fellow, 
well met, dam*me Jack, and dam' me Tom, whom, it 
would he ungenerous, not to eleff, C e Ow are 
„ we 
ad you among us, we would toſs you in a Blanket *till 
you ſtink. Anſwer : To be cenſured, accuſed, and 


H 2 by 


Mn 


by the Vulgar, ſome of whom may poſſibly cut a 


great Figure among them, will not ſurprize me. I 
am not unmindful, that all Men, who have ftruck ar, 
or endeavoured to root out, the Ground and Foun- 
dation of Evil, were, by the Vulgar and Wicked, 
always ſo oppoſed. I would be thought to write to 
the Senſible, to them who are, in ſome meaſure, hap- 
pily acquainted with Virtue ; and from them, I doubt 


not, but to meet with Approbation; and fear not 


the utmoſt Malice or Revenge of the others. My 
principal Defign, in this Point, is, if poffible, to rouſe 


them out of their Ignorance and Stupidity. I am not 
unſenfible of the Meanneſs of my Stile; but yet tis 


therefore the more fitly adapted to them, as not 
being above their Capacities: But the other Part 
of the Objection, That Bribery is quite foreign 10 
the Point, I flatly deny; and infift, according to 


the foregoing, that, from the evil Conſequences 


thereof have ariſen the Cauſes of this Complaint. 
Had we been ſo happy, to have had judicious and 
zealous Aſſerters of our Rights and Privileges, had 


they ſtrictly done their Duty, and thereby in general 


92 themſelves honeſt Men, 1 preſume, we ſhould 
ave been, on our firſt Applications, effectually pro- 
tected.— But, the contrary happening, it may be in- 
ferred, that, as we are not redreſſed, though we have 


ſought it in due Form, and an humble Manner; and 


that the Court ſtill delays publiſning the Order a- 
foreſaid; and, according to his late Lordſhip, have 
totally laid it by, and yet muſt be ſenſible, unleſs they 
are wilfully blind, that our Grievance ſtill continues, 
this muſt be the Effect of Bribery, of ſome ſecret, 


illegal, and diſhonourable Influence; for which, if 


they are not anſwerable to us, the Time will come 


when they may repent it to their own greater Loſs ; 


and, I dare ay, the Guilty among ourſelves ſhalt 
have the ſame Cauſe, the ſame Reaſon to repent, if. 


they do not relent, if we will not prefer the future 


to 


+ we 


© 


to the preſent ; that is, in ſhort, if we will yet fil 


ſell our Birth-rights, as I noted before, for Trifles. ' 

Here, my Fellow-Citizens, hes the Bait, herein 
the Snare hes concealed 3 take care, do not be nib- 
bling; remember the Hook is underneath, and when 
you are caught you are Slaves, and no more Freemen. 

To conclude, I have this farther to requeſt, char 
you will not think I ſend theſe Sheets out to ſow 
Diſcord, or to rouſe up a Party Oppofition, or 
to curry Favour, or any ſiniſter Advantage: No; 
I proteſt, I aim at no fuch Things; all I want 
is, honeſt Repreſentatives, wiſe Governors, cou- 
rageous Aſſerters of all our Rights and Privileges, 
both in the City and Country. Let Party alone, an 
honeſt Man is an honeſt Man, find him under what- 
ever Name you may; and the Devil is the Devil, 
though he appear ever ſo lofty, or under never fo 
demure and ſanctified a Diſguiſe ; and our Buſineſs 


and Intereſt is to chuſe the firſt, and reject the laſt, 


wherever we find them. 

And, under theſe Conſiderations, I recommend theſe 
Sheets throughout the Nation; hoping, wherever Bri- 
bery is or hath been practiſed, and the evil Conſequences 
thereof felt by the Public, or by the particular Elec- 
tors, they may not be altogether unſerviceable. I alſo 
recommend them to the Clergy, and Teachers of all 
Societies, intreating them to peruſe and conſider, and 
that they will endeavour all that in them lies to inſtil 
the proper Motives to Vittue, and paint out the hi- 
deous and hateful Effects of Bribery, according to 
their ſuperior and excellent Talents; which, I pray, 
may meet with a Bleſſing, and prove inſtrumental in 


producing Love, Unity, and Concord in this Na- 


tion; and be attended with, a general Benefit both to 
the Prince and Subject, h eſtabliſning the Intereſt 


of both to laſting Ages. 


What I have further at preſent to ſay is, if it may 
be allowed modeſt to atteſt for myſelf, I mean ho- 
f neſtly ; 


7 
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neſtly ; and that, as no other Perſon, that I know of, 
has publickly attacked our Adverſaries, rather than 

they ſhould remain unremarked and unoppoſed ; and 
ar Bribery and its pernicious Effects might be check- 
ed in all Degrees and Shapes, that Trade might flow 


| for the future in its ancient Channel, that all its Ene- 


mies and Sacrificers might be exploded, and the honeſt 


fair Traders be encouraged, Iam willing to riſque the 


publiſhing theſe Sheets, in Hopes they may be attend- 


ed with ſome Succeſs, even though in the homely Dreſs 
of an 8 obſcure, * Citizen. 


rar 
| 1 5 2. Line 7. for higher read 3 


10. Line 7. for intend read think. 

pid. Line 8. for hall read we think to. 

28. Lines 15 and 16. for Arten or eighteen ar 
ten or eleven. Ea 

39. Line 10. for Objef7ions read e „ 
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